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INTRODUCTION

GST201: Nigerian Peoples and Cultures a one-semester 2-credit unit
course. It is made up of 14 units which treat thgeNan's perception of
his world, culture areas of Nigeria and their clteastics, evolution of
Nigeria as a political unit, concept of functiorealucation, social justice,
individual and national development, norms and eslwand moral
obligations of citizens.

There are no compulsory pre-requisites for thigs®uThe course guide
tells you briefly what the course is all about, Wwiiau are expected to
know in each unit, what course materials you wallusing and how you
can work your way through these materials. It @&sgphasizes the need
for tutor-marked assignments. Detailed informatiom tutor-marked
assignments is found in a separate file which lallsent to you later.
There are periodic tutorial classes that are lirtkeithe course.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN IN THIS COURSE

The overall aim ofGST201: Nigerian Peoples and Cultureis to
introduce you to the history of traditional Nigeripeoples and culture.
This course also attempts to trace the pre-coltmsabry and the culture
areas of Nigeria and the evolution of the counsaaolitical unit. This
course will also teach you how to analyze and wstdad people's
cultures from a historical, sociological and angiwlogical angle.

Thus, your understanding of Nigerian peoples antuie will equip
you, not only to have a sound knowledge of Nigeiat, also to teach
other people too.

COURSE AIMS
The major aim of this course is to help you underdtand have a sound

knowledge of the traditional Nigerian peoples aottuze. This will be
achieved by:

o Introducing you to the traditional Southern and tRern
Nigerian peoples and culture;

o Helping you understand the evolution of Nigeriaaagolitical
unit;

o Highlighting some major culture areas of Nigeria;

. Analyzing the impact of Western education on nation
development in Nigeria; and

o Helping you understand the concepts of functiodailation,

o national economy, and social justice in Nigeria.
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COURSE OBJECTIVES

To achieve the aims set out above, there are salbwbjectives. In
addition, each unit also has specific objectivase Tnit objectives are
always included at the beginning of a unit. Youwddaead them before
you start working through the unit; you may wantreder to them
during your study of the unit to check on your pess. You should
always look at unit objectives after completingrat.uln this way you
will be surer of having done what was required @ yn the unit.

Stated below are the wider objectives of this ceuss a whole. By
meeting these objectives, you should have achig¢liedaims of the
course as a whole.

On successful completion of the course, you shbaldble to:

o Have a sound knowledge of the traditional Nigepaoples and
culture;

o Discuss the culture areas of Nigeria and theiraittaristics;

o Analyze the impact of Western education on national
development in Nigeria; and

o Explain the evolution of Nigeria as a political uni

WORKING THROUGH THIS COURSE

To complete this course, you are required to réadstudy units, read
recommended books and read other materials. Eadh contains
self- assessment exercises, and at some pointe ioourse you will be
required to submit assignments for assessment.wBgt will find
listed all the components of the course and whathave to do.

COURSE MATERIALS
Major components of the course are:

Course Guide

Study Units

Textbooks
Assignment File
Presentation Schedule

ghwpdE

In addition, you must obtain the materials. Obggar copy. You may
contact your tutor if you have problems in obtagnihe text materials.



STUDY UNITS

There are fourteen study units in this course bews:

Module 1

Unit 1 The Peoples of Southern Nigeria and th@ulture in
Pre- colonial Times Part |

Unit 2 The Peoples of Southern Nigeria and theutue in
Pre-colonial Times Part I

Unit 3 The Peoples of Northern Nigeria and th€ulture in
Pre-colonial Times Part |

Unit 4 The Peoples of Northern Nigeria and th€ulture in
Pre- colonial Times Part

Unit 5 The Dynamics of the evolution of Nigeria a political
unit

Module 2

Unit 1 The Culture Area of Niger Delta Region afjBria

Unit 2 The Culture Area of the Rain Forest Regidiigeria

Unit 3 The Culture Area of Guinea Savanna RegioNigeria

Unit 4 The Culture Area of the Sudan Savanna Regiadtigeria

Module 3

Unit 1 A Historical Analysis of Education and Natal
Development in Nigeria

Unit 2 A Historical Analysis of Economy and Natan
Development in Nigeria

Unit 3 A Historical Analysis of Religion and Natal
Development in Nigeria

Unit 4 A Historical Analysis of Moral and Sociodaal Rights
of Citizens in Nigeria

Unit 5 A Historical Analysis of Social Justice aridational

Development in Nigeria

The first four units will give you knowledge of thaditional Southern
and Northern Nigerian peoples and culture. The f@xt units analyze
the different culture areas of Nigeria. The ninthtueals specifically
with the evolution of Nigeria as a political unithe last five units
discuss and analyze the norms, values, the imgattestern education
and addresses the historical perspectives of ddacaeconomy,
religion, social justice and moral rights of citimeof Nigeria.

vi
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TEXTBOOKS AND REFERENCES

These textbooks are recommended. The first onenpualsory for this
course.

Nzemeke, A.D. and E.O. Erhagbe. (200Rigerian Peoples and
Culture (2" ed.). Benin City: University of Benin Press.

Crowder, M. and G. Abdullahi. (1977)igeria: An Introduction to its
History. Lagos: Longman Nig. Plc.

Fafunwa, A.B. (1974)History of Education in Nigeria.

Nnoli, Okwudiba. (1978)Ethnic Politics in Nigeria. Enugu: Fourth
Dimension Publishers.

Onwuejeogwu, M.A. (2000)African Civilizations: Origin, Growth and
Development. Lagos: Uto Publications.

Ugowe, C.0.0. (1995). The Nigerian LegaéyHandbook of a Black
African Culture and Civilization. Lagos: Hugo Books.

THE ASSIGNMENT FILE

In the Assignment File, you will get the details toe work you are
expected to submit to your tutor for marking. Tharks you obtain
from these assignments will count towards the fmalk you obtain for
this course. Further information on the assignmerdsld be found in
the Assessment File itself and later in this Couside in the section
on assessment.

THE PRESENTATION SCHEDULE

The presentation schedule included in your couragenals gives you
the important dates for the completion of tutor-kear assignments and
the dates to attend tutorials. Remember, you ayeined to submit all
your assignments by the due dates. You should gagaihst falling
behind in your work.

ASSESSMENT
There are two aspects to the assessment of theseco@ne is the
tutor-marked assignments; and the other is a wrigigamination. In

tackling the assignments, you are expected to apelynformation and
knowledge acquired in this course.

Vii



The assignments must be submitted to your tutofdional assessment
in accordance with the deadlines stated in the ghssent File. The
work you submit to your tutor for assessment wolliet for 30% of your
total course mark.

At the end of the course, you will need to sit #orfinal three-hour
examination. This will count for 70% of your totadurse mark.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

There are fourteen tutor-marked assignments incthisse. You need to
submit all the assignments. The best four (i.e.Higdhest four of the
fourteen scores) will be counted. The total maxksthe best four (4)
assignments will be 30% of your total course mark.

Assignment questions for the units in this counse @ontained in the
Assignment File. You should be able to completeryassignments
from the information and materials contained in ryset textbooks,
reading and study units. However, you are adviseduse other
references to broaden vyour viewpoint and provide deeper
understanding of the subject.

When you have completed each assignment, seradyéthter with TMA

[Tutor-Marked Assignment] form to your tutor. Malseire that each
assignment reaches your tutor on or before thelideadiven in the

Assignment File. If, however, you cannot complederywork on time,

contact your tutor before the assignment is dudigouss the possibility
of an extension.

FINAL EXAMINATION AND GRADING

The final examination of GST 122 will be of threeuns duration and
will have a value of 70% of the total course grallee examination will
consist of questions which reflect the type of -¢ettting, practice
exercises and tutor-marked problems you have camoss All areas of
the course will be assessed.

You are advised to revise the entire course aftetysng the last unit
before you sit for the examination. You will finduseful to review your
tutor-marked assignments and the comments of yotar ton them
before the final examination.

viii
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COURSE MARKING SCHEME

This table shows how the actual course is brokemndo

Table 1: Course Marking Scheme

Assessment Marks

Assignments 1 — 14 Fourteen assignments, best dbuhe
fourteen count as 30% of course marks

Final Examination 70 7 70% of overall course msark

Total 100% of course marks

COURSE OVERVIEW

This table brings together the units, the numbeweéks you should
take to complete them and the assignments thatdahem.

Unit | Title of Work Week's Assessment
Activity | (end of unit)

Course Guide

1. The Peoples of Southern Nigeria 1 Assessment 1
and their Culture in Pre-colonial
Times Part |

2. The Peoples of Southern Nigeria 2 Assessment 2

Culture in Pre-colonial Times Part
1

3. The Peoples of Northern Nigeria 3 Assessment 3
and their Culture in Pre-colonial
Times Part

4. The Peoples of Northern Nigeria 4 Assessment 4
and their Culture in Pre-colonial
Times Part |

5. The Dynamics of the Evolution of 5 Assessment 5
Nigeria as a Political Unit

6. The Culture Area of Niger Delta 6 Assessment 6
Region of Nigeria

7. The Culture Area of the Rain 7 Assessment 7
Forest Region of Niger

8. The Culture Area of Guinea 8 Assessment 8
Savanna Region of Nige

9. The Culture Area of the Sudan 9 Assessment 9

Savanna of Nigeria




10. | A Historical Analysis of Education 10 Assessment 10
and National Development in

Nigeria

11. | A Historical Analysis of Economy 11 Assessment 11
and National Development in
Nigeria

12. | A Historical Analysis of Religion 12 Assessment 12
and National Development in
Nigeria

13. | A Historical Analysis of Moral and 13 Assessment 13
Socio-Political Rights of Citizens
in Nigeria
14. | A Historical Analysis of Social 14 Assessment 14
Justice and National Development
in Nigeria
15. | Revision 15 Assessment 1%
16. | Examination 16 Assessment 16

HOW TO GET THE MOST FROM THIS COURSE

In distance learning the study units replace thgausity lecturer. This

iIs one of the great advantages of distance learriog can read and
work through specially designed study materialgaatr own pace, and
at a time and place that suit you best. Think afsitreading the lecture
instead of listening to a lecturer. In the same Wat a lecturer might
set you some reading to do, the study units tell yden to read your
set books or other materials. Just as a lecturghtngiive you an in-class
exercise, your study units provide exercises far gmdo at appropriate
points.

Each of the study units follows a common formate Tinst item is an
introduction to the subject matter of the unit doav a particular unit is
integrated with the other units and the courseaba@e. Next is a set of
learning objectives. These objectives let you knalat you should be
able to do by the time you have completed the W should use
these objectives to guide your study. When you Haarghed the units
you must go back and check whether you have aathithes objectives.
If you make a habit of doing this you will signidictly improve your
chances of passing the course.

The main body of the unit guides you through treuneed reading from
other sources. This will usually be either from ysat books or from a
reading section.
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READING SECTION

Remember that your tutor's job is to help you. Wlgen need help,
don't hesitate to call and ask your tutor to prevtd

1. Read this Course Guide thoroughly.

2. Organize a study schedule. Refer to the 'CoGrserview' for
more details. Note the time you are expected tmcémn each
unit and how the assignments relate to the unithatéver
method you chose to use, you should decide on aitel v your
own dates for working on each unit.

3. Once you have created your own study schedwlesverything
you can to stick to it. The major reason that stusidall is that
they fall behind in their course work. If you haaey difficulties
with your schedule, please let your tutor know befibis too late

for help.

4. Turn to Unit 1 and read the introduction anel dbjectives for the
unit.

5. Assemble the study materials. Information abheibiat you need

or a unit is given in the "Overview" at the begimpiof each unit.
You will almost always need both the study unit ywa working
on and one of your set books on your desk at tivee game.

6. Work through the unit. The content of the utself has been
arranged to provide a sequence for you to follow.yAu work
through the unit you will be instructed to readtsets from your
set books or other articles. Use the unit to gyole reading.

7. Review the objectives for each study unit tefecon that you
have achieved them. If you feel unsure about anythef
objectives, review the study material or consulirytutor.

8. When you are confident that you have achievedind's
objectives, you can then start on the next unibced unit by
unit through the course and try to pace your stsalythat you
keep yourself on schedule.

9. When you have submitted an assignment to yaotor tfor
marking, do not wait for its return before startmgthe next unit.
Keep to your schedule. When the assignment is metyrpay
particular attention to your tutor's comments, baih the
tutor-marked assignment form and also on what itearon the

Xi



assignment. Consult your tutor as soon as posgiljleu have
any questions or problems.

10.  After completing the unit, review the coursel @repare yourself
for the final examination. Check that you have agad the unit
objectives (listed at the beginning of each unityl dhe course
objectives (listed in this Course Guide).

FACILITATORS/TUTORS AND TUTORIALS

There are 8 hours of tutorials provided in supmdrthis course. You
will be notified of the dates, times and locatioh tbhese tutorials,
together with the name and phone number of yowrtais soon as you
are allocated a tutorial group.

Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignrsetieep a close
watch on your progress and on any difficulties yaght encounter and
provide assistance to you during the course. Youwstmmail your
tutor-marked assignments to your tutor well bettiee due date (at least
two working days are required). They will be marksdyour tutor and
returned to you as soon as possible.

Do not hesitate to contact your tutor by telephosenail, or during
discussions if you need help. The following miglket drcumstances in
which you would find help necessary.

Contact your tutor if:

You do not understand any part of the study unithe assigned
readings,

You have difficulty with the self-tests or exer@se

You have a question or problem with an assignmeith your
tutor's comments on an assignment or with the goadif an
assignment.

You should try your best to attend the tutorialkisTis the only chance
to have face-to-face contact with your tutor anése questions which
are answered instantly. You can raise any probleocowntered in the
course of your study. To gain the maximum benefinf course
tutorials, prepare a question list before attendivegm. You will learn a
lot from participating in discussions actively.

SUMMARY
GST201 intends to introduce you to the basis ofeNan peoples and

culture. Upon completing this course, you will bbleato answer
qguestions such as:

Xii
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What are the major ethnic groups of Nigeria?

What are the origins of these major ethnic groups?

What are the characteristics of their socio-pditmrganization?

Is Nigeria, as a country, a vital political unit?

What is the historical perspective of educationonemy,

religion, social justice, moral rights of the cdiis and national

development in Nigeria?

o How would you define and characterize some culaneas of
Nigeria?

o What is the impact of We stem education on Nigeria?

Of course, the questions you will be able to ansavemot limited to the
above list. Nigerian peoples and culture is a braad very exciting
study.

We wish you success in the course and hope thaivitbfind it both
interesting and useful.

Xiii
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MODULE 1
Introduction

This module is made up of five (05) study unitse[&elow]. However,
you should always bear in mind that although thedwtunits are
autonomous, they are interconnected as well. ™aeatl aim/purpose
of this first module is to introduce you to the lkrledge of Nigerian
peoples and their cultures particularly in pre-oabtimes. Thus, this
module will focus on three (03) particular pointsmely:

. The history of the peoples of Southern Nigeria tadr culture.

o The history of the peoples of Northern Nigeria #meir culture.

. The study of the dynamics of the evolution of Nigeas a
political unit.

Unitl The Peoples of Southern Nigeriad atheir Culture in
Pre-Colonial Times Part |

Unit2 The Peoples of Southern Nigeria and th€ulture in
Pre-Colonial Times Part Il

Unit3 The Peoples of Northern Nigeria and theirlt@e in
Pre-Colonial Times Part |

Unit4  The Peoples of Northern Nigeria and th€ulture in
Pre-Colonial Times Part Il

Unit5  The Dynamics of The Evolution of Nigeaa a Political Unit

UNIT1 THE PEOPLES OF SOUTHERN NIGERIAN
AND THEIR CULTURE IN PRE-COLONIAL
TIMES [PART I]

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Major Ethnic Groups of Southern Nigeria
3.2 The Yoruba
3.2.1 Origins of the Yoruba
3.2.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the ¥ioa
3.3  The Bini
3.3.1 Origins of the Bini
3.3.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the iBin
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3.4 Thelgbo
3.4.1 Oirigins of the Igbo
3.4.2 The Socio-Political Organization of thedgb
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Nigerian Peoples and Culture is a very intereséing exciting study. It
is one of the best channels that will help you haveund knowledge
and understanding of Nigeria and its peoples eafpecn pre-colonial

times. These are the Yoruba, the Bini and the Igbo.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At end of this unit, you should be able to:

know who the Yoruba

know who the Bini

know who the Igbo

discuss their origins

understand their culture or way of life

understand their socio-political organization

know the similarities and dissimilarities amongrthe

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Major Ethnic Groups of Southern Nigeria
We can identify among several others, at least(@8 major ethnic
groups in Southern Nigeria. These are the Yorui®Bini, the Igbo, the

Itsekiri, the Urhobo and the ljaw. However, thestithree are our main
concern in this unit.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Who are the major ethnic groups of southern Nigera you know?
3.2 The Yoruba

In a nutshell, the Yoruba can be described as drtbeomajor ethnic

groups in Southern Nigeria. Of course, several nembf the Yoruba
race can be found everywhere around the globe.tlBatmajority of
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them are found in some Western and Central Statdgyeria stretching
across Oyo, Osun, Ogun, Ondo, Lagos, Kwara and.Kidgy practice
both Islam and Christianity but most of them aii tsaditionalist to the
core. The Yoruba ethnic group is believed to hawae into existence
between 2000-1000 BC.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to describe who the Yoruba are
3.2.1 Origins of the Yoruba

Till today, the history of the origins of the Yomlpeople remains
controversial. The Yoruba, as an ethnic group ktilds many versions
about its origins.

° Rev. Samuel Johnson’¥ersion

In his book,History of the Yoruba (1950), Johnson traces the origin of
the Yoruba to the “East”. According to him, the ¥ba originally came
from the North-Eastern area of Africa. The simtias between the
cultures of the Yoruba and the Egyptians in ternis raigious
observances, works of arts, burial and other t@dht practices are
enough evidence. It is from Egypt, after severalrgef journey that the
Yoruba finally settled in lle-Ife in Nigeria. Odudha is believed to be
the first leader that led the Yoruba to lle-lIfe aubsequently sent his
sons and grandsons to found other Yoruba kingdodatinson’s
conclusion is worth recalling:

That the Yoruba came originally from the East, ¢heannot be the
slightest doubt as their habits, manner and custetns all go to prove.
With them the East is Mecca and Mecca is the Bdating strong
affinities with the east looming so largely in themagination,
everything that comes from the east with them cofrea Mecca, and
hence it is natural to present themselves as hadailgd originally from
that city.

. The Oke Oramfe’s Version

Oke Oramfe is located in lle-Ife. It is believed lte the centre from
which the world was created. In their papérubaland up to 1800,

Akinjogbin & Ayandele (1980) give us a full picturef what Oke

Oramfe’s version is all about. According to theded, there was a
period when the world was covered by water. Theighty God then
decided to send some of his messengers to the wnddhey included
Obatala or Orisa Nla or Orisa Alase [as the leaded sixteen Oye
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[immortals]. They were given fives pieces of iranump of earth tied to
a white piece of cloth, and a cockerel. Somewhar¢heir way to the
world, the leader, Obatala, got drunk with palm evi©@duduwa seized
the symbol of authority from him and eventually lde party to the
world. The site on which they landed is traditigpatnown as Oke
Oramfe in lle-lIfe. On arrival at the site, Oduduset down the five
pieces of iron and placed the lump of earth on thEhe cockerel then
spread its toes on the earth. Consequently, thiy @sas formed and
Oduduwa thus became the ruler. It was from thise bi@®) that he
extended his authorities to other Yoruba towns\altages.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
“The origin of the Yoruba ethnic group is still dooversial”. Discuss.
The Socio-Political Organization of the Yoruba

Oyo is best known as the major kingdom that evéiyteanerged as an
empire in Yorubaland. Various traditions believatt®yo was founded
by Oranmiyan, the son of Oduduwa, who is also teddiwith
establishing the present Benin monarchy. Oyo Empae founded in
the middle of the fifteen century. A century latér,became very
powerful and prosperous, extending its authoritfaass Dahomey.

* The Alaafin Administration

Oyo Empire was very unique and exceptional in iysten of
government. For instance, in the sixteenth centOgo was one of the
rare empires that had in-built checks and balarered, this contributed
to its stability for centuries. The Alaafin was thead of the empire, and
was resident in the capital. He was also regardedLard of many
lands”. The Alaafin was assisted in his adminigiratoy a retinue of
officials made up of priests, officials and eunuch® had a well
organized court as well.

Theoretically, the Alaafin was the fountain of awily and was
therefore regarded as the “companion of the go8isinetimes, he had
an autocratic tendency, but in practice, his poweese often limited
and regulated by th®yomesj a council of seven members headed by
Bashorun who acted as the prime minister. The mesnbeOyomesi
were king makers as well. At the demise of the faahey were the
ones to select his successor. The Oyomesi alsthkeguower to remove
any Alaafin especially when he appeared dictatamraransgressed the
laws of the land. Usually the deposed Alaafin weaseeted to commit
suicide.
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**  The Ogboni Cult’'s Administration

Apart from the Alaafin cabinet, members of the Owsm cult

constituted another arm of government. It was § yawerful cult. It

was composed of free and prominent members ofdbiety as well as
members of the Oyomesi. The Ogboni cult had a vég} position in

Yoruba society. It played a mediatory role in amyftict between the
Oyomesi and the Alaafin. It was a kind of countewpr to the Oyomesi
as well.

*xk  The Army

The Army was another arm of government in tradaiovioruba society.
It was very organized. Its head was conferred whth coveted title of
Are-Ona-Kankanfo. It was made up of infantry antagy. The Are-
Ona-Kankanfo was expected to live outside the ahpithe Army was
credited with performing important functions whickcluded stability of
the empire, expansion, as well as keeping dissigentories in check.
Oyo Empire also had provincial governments. Theyewnodelled after
the central government. They were administeredrimces, minor kings
andbaales[provincial governors]. All of them were subjeotthe over-
lordship of the Alaafin. The provincial governmentsnjoyed
considerable autonomy. But the Alaafin had persagants,llari, all
over the provinces. The Alaafin used Bere annual festival periods to
acknowledge the renewal of allegiance of the pradaingovernors to
him.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the socio-political organization of thedttianal Yoruba.

3.3 The Bini

It is obvious that the Bini, more than any othelnnét group, have
played major roles in the history of Nigeria. Fostance, the Bini were
the first to be visited by the Europeans as easl§4v2 A.D. According
to Hodgkin the second half of the fifteenth centwiynessed the arrival
of the first Europeans to Benin. For instance, atugoiese, Ruy de
Sequeira, arrived during Ewuare’s reign in 1472 levhAlfonso de

Aviero arrived during Ozolua’s reign in 1484.

The Benin Kingdom was also the first in the West§loof Africa to
exchange ambassadors with a major European pohemRdrtuguese.
This was between 1481 and 1504.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Who are the Bini people?
3.3.1 Origins of Benin Kingdom

* The Egharevba’s Version

Just as other Nigerian peoples, the Bini have uartcaditions of origin.
Egharevba (1968) for instance, claims that the PBewple emigrated
from Egypt and in the course of their journey swowid, settled at
lle-Ife before finally arriving at their presentchation.

*o¥ Igbafe’s Version

Another tradition has it that the Bini peoples haeen living in the area
“from the very beginning”. According to Bini mythmdy, Bini was the

youngest child of Osanobua [the High God]. He aisdbnothers, who
included the king of Ife, were sent to live in therld. They were asked
by the High God to take whatever they wanted alaity them to the

world. While others chose wealth, magical skillsd amaterial well-

being, the youngest on the advice of a bird, cheossnail shell. On
arrival, they found that the world was covered bgtev. Following

instruction from the bird, the youngest child ow@med the snail shell,
whereupon sand poured out of it and covered a laageof the water to
form land. Thus, the first ruler of Bini became tvner of the land.
Land made him powerful and wealthy as he had tiopsetions of it to

his elder brothers who then became his subjects.

*¥x  (0giso’s Version

The first period of pre-colonial Bini history is &wn as the Ogiso era.
This is because their rulers were the Ogisos, witieans “kings of the
sky”. The first Ogiso was known as Igbodo. He wasceeded by Ere
who is credited with forming the guild system aralyihg solid
foundation for the kingdom. Ere was succeeded byeOwho himself
was succeeded by a number of Ogisos among whomwaren. The
last Ogiso was Owodo.

History tells us that Owodo was the one that cldskih the nobles and
eventually became a victim of intrigues of his vav@his led to the
banishment of his only son and heir apparent, Elatn. Ekaladeran
founded Ughoton, a port-town in Benin. He later exdvo Ife through
Erua, where he spent the rest of his life. Manyyéater, because of a
serious political crisis in Benin, the nobles s#&rthim to come back
and rule over them. But it was too late. Ekalades@as very old and
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decided to send his youngest son Oranmiyan [Omaneyaampered
child] who came and established the Eweka dynasty.

With the end of Ogiso dynasty, Benin went throughperiod of

interregnum during which the elders establishedranfof republican

government headed by Evian who eventually attempoedsurp the
throne by nominating his son Ogiamen to succeed Rowever, as
Evian was not an Ogiso, the Benin people rejecisdsbn Ogiamen.
This situation led to a serious political crisis time Bini Kingdom.

During the crisis, two factions emerged: 1) the-pranarchy and 2) the
pro-Ogiamen [also known as Republicans]. This state forced the
elders to send a delegation to the Ooni of Ife estjung him to send
somebody to Benin to rule over them. The request granted and
Oranmiyan, one of the Ooni’s sons, was sent to theeBenin people.
But on his arrival to Benin Kingdom, Oranmiyan falutne Bini people
ungovernable. So, he decided to go back to Ife. ¢l@n on his way
back, history tells us that Oranmiyan had an affath a Bini woman,

the daughter of Enogie of Ego-Erinmwinda. The wontactame

pregnant and eventually gave birth to a child wdterl became Eweka I.
He is credited with establishing the present Bymakty.

A recent version of this episode by some Bini sliteaintains that
Oranmiyan, who came from Ife to establish the pres®narchy, was a
Bini prince. According to them, Oranmiyan was tloe ©f Ekaladeran
who had earlier been banished from Benin and whsexyuently settled
at lle-Ife and eventually became the ruler, OduduBefore Oranmiyan
got back to Ife, he said of the Bini kingdom: “tbeuntry is a land of
vexation, lle-Ibinu, and only a child born, trainadd educated in the
arts and mysteries of the land could reign overpibeple”. It was this
son of Oranmiyan born by a Bini woman who was sgbsatly “trained

and educated in the arts and mysteries of the lahdt eventually

ascended the throne with the name Eweka |. Ewdkad became the
first Oba of Benin and his dynasty still reignBianin till today.

The overall position of the Bini elites is thathaligh Oranmiyan came
from lle-lfe, the monarchy which he establishedndigenous to the
Bini because he [Oranmiyan] was the son of a Bpriirce, and his son,
Eweka |, was conceived, born and brought up in Bemhere is no

doubt that to them, the present monarchy is indigerio the Bini. But

more research is still needed to ascertain thecitgraf this version.

Coincidentally, Eweka | had a long and gloriougneiHe had many
children who were sent to villages as Enogies.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the origins of the Bini people.
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3.3.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the Bin

As earlier mentioned, the Bini kingdom was thetfirsthe West Coast
of Africa to exchange ambassadors with a major gesa power. This
was between 1481 and 1504. At that time, the Bimgdom was already
socio-politically well organized. This is what Hddg (1975) who

visited Benin in 1604 declared: “the town seembdovery great. When
you enter into it, you go into a great broad strewtt paved, which
seems to be seven to eight times broader than thendés Street in
Amsterdam....”

Bini kingdom had a unique political system, whi@ntered on the Oba.
He was the head of the kingdom and successionetdhttone was by
primogeniture, that is, the first surviving son ceeded his father. To
Hodgkin, “the Oba was not only the civil head dadtet he was also the
religious head as well. He was in fact regarded ds/ine person who,
in himself, summed up the whole of the race... In diwwvelt the divine
spirit passed on to him from his forebears” (HodgHKi975).

The Bini society was classified into two distintasses: 1) the nobility
[Adesotu], and 2) the commoner [Ighiotu]. The nibpilvas organized
into three [03] groups of title holders:

o The Uzama
o The Eghaevbo n’ Ogbe [palace chiefs] and
o The Eghaevbo n’ ore [town chiefs]

The ordinary people too, most especially those iwithe city, were

organized into a number of guilds. The guilds warafessional groups
of the common people. There were a number of thech as those of
the carvers, brass-workers, blacksmiths, doctouschers, etc. These
guilds, most especially those that lived in defingdarters in the

kingdom, had a system of administration which weasdame as that of
the villages.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the socio-political organization of thedttianal Bini kingdom.

3.4 The lgbo

The Igbo people are best known for their segmerdagcephalous way
of life. This is because from the ancient timegythad no centralized
states. Consequently, they operated a kind of govent without kings.
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The Igbo are grouped into five sub-cultures:

The Igbo of the eastern Nigeria

The Igbo of the South-eastern Nigeria
The Igbo of the North-eastern Nigeria
The Western Igho and

The Northern Igbo

Generally, the Igbo are predominantly farmers aaddrs. Despite some
cultural diversity among them, they do share a comipasic culture in
their language with a cluster of dialects that ematually intelligible.
They also share a common political system basediecantralization of
power and delegation of authority exercised byhiblelers of the staff of
authority, the Ofo.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Use your own words to characterize the Igbo people.
2. How many sub-cultures exist in Igbo society?

3.4.1 Origins of the Igho

The origin of the Igbo people is as controversiltaat of the Yoruba
and the Bini. There are so many versions and very difficult to say
which is the most acceptable.

° The Middle East Version

Some believe that the Igbo peoples migrated tor thesent
location from either the North or the Middle-east.

o The Igboland Centred Version

Others believe that the Igbo people had been iir fhresent
abode from the beginning. Therefore, Igboland s tmiginal
homeland.

° The Nri Version

Professor M.A.Onwuejeogwu (2000) regards the Nri version as
the only authentic version of origin in existenge the oral
tradition of the Igbo. According to Nri version gtlancestor of the
Igbo, Eri, descended from the sky and sailed dolen River
Anambra. When he arrived at Aguleri, he met some
autochthonous group of people who had no living wmgnof
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their own and settled with them. As their populatiacreased,
some groups migrated to other parts of Igbolanekstablish their
own settlements.

. The Awka or Orlu Version

Another tradition considered Awka or Orlu townstlas center of
origin of the Igbo from where they dispersed toeotareas.

. The Idah Version

Some groups such as the Umunri claim to have nadrtad their
present location from Idah.

. The Benin Version

The Onitsha and the Igbo on the other side of therRNiger
[Delta Igbo], claim Benin origin.

° The Israeli Version

One of the most popular versions of the migratawyries of
origin of the Igbo people is the one that pointsldmel. This
assumption is based on the so-called similaritiesvéen the
cultures of the Igbo and the ancient Hebrew. Saghe kcholars
consider themselves as off-shoots of the lost drilnd the
Hebrews who migrated southward.

You should remember that the Igbo society has awsen known as
acephalous. Moreover, there were very limited msifanal historians as
at that period. There were no equivalents of Ol Alaafin or of
palaces over most parts of Igboland. This is whig wery difficult to
reconcile all these various versions.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
1. Discuss the Igbo origins.

2. Unlike the Yoruba and Bini, why are the versiongha origin of
the Igbo more difficult to reconcile?

3.4.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the Igh
Unlike other ethnic groups such as the Yoruba dedBini, the Igbo
people did not build any strong centralized stafEsis is mainly

because Igho society had always been fragmentagcephalous. In
traditional Igbo for instance, the village was ttentre of government.

1C
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This has been described as direct democracy. Thagedcentered
administration implied that every linkage for insta, including all male
adults in the village, participated in its politigaocess.

° The Amala Oha

You should always remember that the socio-politarganization of the
traditional Igbo was fundamentally based eithetr@hage grades or age
and titled societies. Amala Oha was therefore anfwf general
assembly in traditional Igbo society. All the mattult members usually
met in this assembly to perform legislative funetioln ancient times,
the Amala Oha’s meetings were held in the opemagdlsquare. All the
decisions taken during those meetings were absalntk final. As a
democratic society, the life of every individual svhighly respected.
More so, the recognition of an individual in theciety was based on
individual capability and age rather than familyckground. The elders
formed the core of village administration. They gdérghly respected
accordingly. Hardworking and wealthy individuals revgespected and
given important responsibilities in the societynasdl. The youth, middle
age or able bodied men and elders constituted etgees age groups.
You should remember that each age-set had its quecia rights,
duties, obligations and responsibilities in mattgfscting the village.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What do you understand by a segmentary or acephatmiety?
2. The Igbo traditional society has been described dasct
democracy. Why?

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has dealt with the Southern Nigeria pes@nd their cultures
particularly in pre-colonial times. The Yoruba, tB&i and the Igbo

have been the main focus. It should be clear tonmu that there is a
kind of cultural shift from what happened to thaditional Yoruba, Bini

and Igbo to what we witness today.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, | introduced you to the Southern Nige peoples and their
cultures in pre-colonial times. | discussed anderea the first three

major ethnic groups of the Southern Nigeria: theuba, theBini and
the Igbo. Therefore, at the end of this unit yoeiexpected to be able to:

. identify the Yoruba
o identify the Bini

11
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identify the Igho

discuss the origins of these Nigerian peoples.

explain their traditional culture or way of life.

explain their traditional socio-political organiats.
identify the similarities and dissimilarities amotinggm etc.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What do you know about the traditional Yoruba, Bamd Igbo
peoples and cultures?
2. Discuss any similarity and dissimilarity among them
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit is the prolongation of the preceding oRemember we are
still discussing the People of Southern Nigeria @neir Culture in

Pre-Colonial times. In Unit 1, we dealt with thestithree (03) major
ethnic groups of Southern Nigeria. This present fouuses on the last
three (03) major ethnic groups of Southern Nigefiaese are: the
Itsekiri, the Urhobo and the ljaw.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

identify the Itsekiri

identify the Urhobo

identify the ljaw

discuss their origin

explain their culture or way of life

identify the similarities and dissimilarities amotingm.

13
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Itsekiri

3.1.1 Origin of the Itsekiri People

Iginuwa is known as the man through whom the kimgaduf Itsekiri is
said to have been established. History tells usigiauwa was the son
and heir apparent of Oba Olua of Benin in about314Y¥ou should
remember that unlike the Yoruba, Bini and Igbo pespthe Itsekiri do
not have many versions of their origin. According the Itsekiri
tradition, Iginuwa at a time wrongly advised hishfar on a particular
issue. The advice was so disastrous that Iginuwarbe very unpopular
to the extent that his people vowed never to let siucceed his father.
When his father, Oba Olua, noticed the seriousnésse anger of his
people against his son, he decided to arrangegd&m outside Benin
for him. This was according to him, the best waytwoid problems in
his kingdom.

According to the tradition, Iginuwa was then seithveome chiefs and
servants to an area by the sea to establish admngd his own. On his
arrival, Iginuwa met with some ljaws who took hirtorag with his
followers by canoe to an Island where they finagttled. To most of
the Itsekiri, this settlement is known as ItseKimgdom till today.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the Origin of the Itsekiri Kingdom.
3.1.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the ItsekiriPeople

The Kingdom Iginuwa founded was made up and isratilde up of the
Itsekiri, ljaw and a good number of other elemefde Itsekiri is the
capital. Other settlements such as the Forcadaza¥#ss and Benin
Rivers surround the capital. The socio-politicabamization of the
Itsekiri people was very close to that of Benin ¢ddom. The Palace and
titles for instance were modeled after that of Bakdingdom. But in the
Itsekiri case, the Kingdom was ruled rather by tk. He alone
presided over a council known as Ojoye which waslenap of seven
nobles or title holders. The Olu combined in hirhsgbiritual and
temporal powers.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

The Socio- political organization of the Itsekiringdom was similar to
that of the Benin Kingdom. Discuss.

14
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3.2 The Urhobo

3.2.1 Origin of the Urhobo People

Unlike the Itsekiri, the Urhobo people have moranttone version of
their Origins.

e Ughelli, Aghara and Ogo Version

According to Ughelli, Aghara and Ogo, the Urhobmge originated
from the ljaw. To them, it is very difficult, if niompossible to culturally
and historically differentiate the Urhobo from tijew.

e Uwherun, Abraka, Agbon, Oogun and Olomu Version

To Uwherun, Abraka, Agbon, Oogun, Olomu and mankerd, the
Urhobo people are the product of the Benin immitgaAccording to
them, it is very difficult if not impossible to haically and culturally
differentiate the Urhobo people from the Bini.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to discuss the origin of thedlidPeople.
3.2.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the Urhobo Pede

Just like the Itsekiri, the Urhobo people are foumdhe Niger Delta
region. However, unlike the Itsekiri, the Urhobe fiagmented and live
in different places in the Niger Delta area. Thigynbe the reason why
the Urhobo people, unlike the Itsekiri and Beniayér never established
a single Kingdom. Socio-politically speaking, eddthobo Village had
its own traditional institution headed by a rul®vie). Just like the
Itsekiri, the socio-political organization of theridbo people was
modeled after that of Benin Kingdom.

The Ovie for instance, had a court made of promimashviduals and

titleholders. Moreover, just like in Igboland, thdult male members of
the Urhobo society were divided into age sets spoading with youth,

middle age and elders. Of course, each of the age gerformed

specific duties in the societies.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to discuss the socio-politic@anization of the
Urhobo People.

15
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3.3 The ljaw
3.3.2 Origin Of the ljaw People

As one of the major ethnic groups in the Niger Bekgion, the ljaw
people share almost the same stories of origin wigr Itsekiri and
Urhobo counterparts. That is to say there is nareteit demarcation on
the history of the origin of the ljaw from that thie Itsekiri and Urhobo.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
How can you characterize the origin of the ljaw [ite®
3.3.2 The Socio-Paolitical Organization of the lj&w People

Socio-politically speaking, the traditional ljawddinot develop any
centralizedsystem of government. For some scholars, this nbghso

because the ljaw were scattered in small fishitigeseents in the creeks
of the River Niger. The “House System” characteatiz@w societies.

ljaw people were traders especially fishermen. Thaelitional major

ljaw states were Bonny, Kalabari, Ibrika, Opobo &ndss-Nembe.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

“The Socio-political Organization of the traditidngaw was unique.”
Why?

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has dealt also with the Southern NigeRa&woples and Culture
Specifically in Pre-colonial times. The Itsekitiet Urhobo and the ljaw
have been the main focus. It should be clear to lypwow that the

Itsekiri, the Urhobo and the ljaw people are lodate the Niger Delta

region. You should also remember that althoughtsekiri, the Urhobo

and the ljaw people have many things in commory, tteehave notable
differences as well. It is also obvious that thesea kind of socio-

cultural shift from what happened to the traditioltsekiri, the Urhobo

and the ljaw to what we witness today.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, | introduced you to the Part Il ofetlpeoples of southern
Nigeria and their culture in pre-colonial timegli$cussed and analyzed
the three last major ethnic groups of the SoutiNigeria. That is, the
Itsekiri, the Urhobo and the ljaw. Therefore, a #nd of this unit you
are expected to know:

16
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identify the Itsekiri

identify the Urhobo

identify the ljaw

discuss their origins

explain their traditional culture or way of life
explain their traditional/ social-political orgaaizon
explain the similarities and dissimilarities amadahgm.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1 Discuss the Origins of the traditional ItsekirrHdbo and ljaw.
2  Although the Itsekiri, Urhobo and ljaw are allingahe Niger Delta
area, discuss what differentiates them.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
lkime, Obaro (1980). “The People and Kingdoms ot tbelta
Province.” In Obaro Ikime(ed.) Groundwork of Nigeria History.

Ibadan: Heinemann Educational Books.
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Onwuejeogwu, M.A. (2002African Civilizations: Origin, Growth and
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This study unit introduces you to the Part | of Bwoples of Northern
Nigeria and their culture in pre-colonial times.fdicuses on the first
three major ethnic groups found in the Northern@dxig namely: the
Hausa, the Kanem-Bornu and the Nupe.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

identify the Hausa

identify the Kanem-Bornu

identify the Nupe

discuss their origins

explain their socio-political organization

explain the similarities and dissimilarities amadahgm.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Major Ethnic Groups of Northern Nigeria

We can identify at least six (6) major ethnic greup Northern Nigeria.
These are the Hausa, the Kanem-Bornu, the Nupdgé#ie, the Jukun
and the TIV. However, the first three ethic groaps the main concern
of this study unit.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Who are the major ethnic groups of Northern Nigénet you know?
3.2 The Hausa/Fulani People

The Hausa people represent one of the important @oldically
dominant groups in Northern Nigeria. By the yeaO@0the Hausa
population was estimated at about twenty milliohey are also one of
the largest linguistic groups in the whole of Afic

3.2.1 Origins of the Hausa

Just like other major ethnic groups in Nigeria, @egin of the Hausa
people is not very certain.

The Bayajida Version

Most scholars agree that the Bayajida story isniost authentic oral
tradition in Hausaland that attempts to explain @hgin of the Hausa
states. According to the legend, Bayajida is believio be the
founder/hero of the Hausa states. He is also lei¢e have come from
Baghdad to Kanem-Bornu and thence to Hausa lapdesent Nigeria.
History tells us that Bayajida married the dauglatethe Mai of Bornu
by whom he had a son at Biran. After a while, Balgjeft Biran to
Daura. While in Daura, he helped to kill a snak&jolv had for a long
time prevented the people from taking water fromedl. According to
the legend, the queen of Daura was very impresseédi@cided to marry
him. They later had a son named Bawo. Bawo had (6% children
who, together with Bayajida’s other son at Birare helieved to have
founded the original seven Hausa states referredstahe“Hausa
Bokwol.”

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What do you know about the origin of the Hausa?
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3.2.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the Haga

The Sarki has always been known as the head of any typicak&la
state. He always works with a retinue of officialsa well-organized
court. Sarkin Kasar, which means “ruler of the lamdas the full title
given to any effective and efficient head of Ha®ate. The Sarkin
Kasar combined both political and religious/spaltéunctions. He was
also the chief executive and judge of the Staté,heuwas aided by a
council of state.

At the district level, the government was modeldtbrathat at the
national level. You should also know that betweefl" and 1%
centuries, the socio-political organization of Ha&tates took another
shape. For instance, Islam was adopted and thes lgigth to many new
political institutions such as the offices of thal&ima, Madawaki,
Magaji, Dogari, Yari Sarki and Sarki Yau. The Islaation of
Hausaland also influenced its judicial system. Biaria law started
taking shape. Some new titles such as Alkali andli'®ajudges)
became commonplace in the administration of justice

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to describe the socio-politmajanization of the
traditional Hausa.

3.3 The Kanem-Bornu People

Kanuri is the language that unites all the KanemrBgeople.

3.3.1 Origin of the Kanem-Bornu People

Kanem-Bornu ethic group also has many versiongsobrigin. But all
these versions are not certain. They are also kntwmave been
exaggerated in the region North East of the LakadCh

The SO Version

Some scholars argue that the So people were #ieséttlers in Kanem-
Bornu. According to them, the So had developedphisticated socio-
political culture based on agriculture and the klsalge and use of iron

technology. This happened long before the Zaghatva Mater invaded
the land.
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The Saif b. Dhiyazan Version

There is another tradition of the history of KanBornu, which
attributes the foundation of Kanem-Bornu to theag#rab hero, Saif b.
Dhiyazan. This happened betweéh#hd 18 centuries A.D. Yazan is
also credited to have established the now famoifav&adynasty.

You should remember that the Saifawa dynasty wasabrithe longest
ruling dynasties in the pre-colonial West AfricambSegion.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Discuss the origin of the Kanem-Bornu people.
3.3.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the Kanem-Bornu

It is very important to notice that the nucleustbé socio-political
organization of the Kanem Bornu people was basedionship. For
instance, the Mai (king) was the highest authoritythe political
structure. His mother i.e. the Queen Mother or Magvas a very
important and respected personage in the Kanentigablstructure as
well. The King’s sister was also very important.eSkas to assist the
King in the day-to-day administration of Kanem.

The “Nokena”
Besides the kinship oriented political system &f kanem people, there
was an imperial state council knows the council of the twelve, or the

“Nokena”. The principal duty of the “Nokena” was tdfer the king
useful advice.

The Maini Kanendi

The Maini Kanendi was the chief judge of the State.played a major
role in the Kanem political structure. By his pasit he was the Mai’s
legal adviser as well.

The Army

In the traditional Kanem-Bornu, the army played italvrole in the

administration. The army was very professional. was divided
strategically into two divisions: a home divisiomdaa bush garrison.
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The Titled Nobility

The titled nobility was another institution withithe Kanem-Bornu
political structure. They are known to have exedistremendous
influence in the state and were assigned fiefdoonadminister. The
most important of these wer&aladima, Kaigama, Yerima and
Meshema.

The Servile Institution

The servile was made of slaves and eunuchs. Theykr@own to be
important in the administration of the state. Tlayo held offices like
“Mushemu”, “Yuroma” and Kachella”.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to discuss the socio politiaglanizations of the
Kanem- Bornu people.

3.4 The Nupe

Just like the Hausa/Fulani, the early history of tupe people is not
much known. What you should remember is that tleecofonial Nupe
people and state developed in the region of theMNagd Benue valleys
of the Nigerian Middle Belt. The Nupe state wasated on the north
bank of the Niger at its confluence with the Riaduna. Nupeland
was located at the cross roads of trade from Btonigano axis in the
Northeast, as well as Yorubaland, Ganga and Benithhe Southwest.
Gbara was its capital. It was located on the banthe Kaduna River
and was an important trading center as well. Glianationed as an
entreport connecting Benin and Oyo trade with Nupe.

3.4.1 Origins of the Nupe People

Like any other ethnic group in Nigeria, the Nupeope also have
various versions of origin.

The Nupe-Centred Version

Some scholars believe that the early Nupe peojdgnated where they
presently occupy.

The Egyptian Version

Other elites argue that the first peoples of thggeNoame from Egypt.
Therefore, Egypt was the origin of the Nupe people.
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The Idah Version

Tsoede or Edegi is considered by some Nupe peapteeafounder of
their State. And, according to Nupe tradition, T®enight have arrived
in the early 18 century from Idah. He (Trodede) is also believed t
have had an Igala father and a Nupe mother.

The Igala Version

History tells us that the Nupe people had at a traiel allegiance and
tribute to the Attah of the Igala state. To themithe 16 century, a
hero, an Idah Prince known as Tsoede re-establisNege’s

independence with himself as the “ETSU NUPE” kifigNapeland.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Discuss the origin of Nupe people.
3.4.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the Nupe Pede

The Etsu Nupe was known as the head of the Nupgdém. He

operated a two-level administration: central aracial. History tells

us that the Etsu Nupe enjoyed a divine status anglp worshipped and
respected him. His word was law. But the Etsu Nwjgs not always
absolute because his power and actions were redulat a body of
traditions and taboos.

The Nobility

Besides the Etsu Nupe, there was a class of powgehtlemen called
nobility. Its main task was to help the king inryamg out his duties as
leader. There were nobilities such as the Shabatukpand Maku.

The Zitzu

In traditional Nupe land, each village was headgdhe Zitzu. He was
an appointee of the Etsu. The Zitzu was in turnstess by a council of
elders. The Zitzu always pays tribute to the Etsweicognition of his
authority.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to discuss the socio-politic@anization of the
traditional Nupe.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

This study dealt with the peoples of Northern Nigemnd their culture
in pre-colonial times. The Hausa, the Kanem—-Bonmd the Nupe have
been the main focus.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this study unit, | introduced you to the Parbfi the Peoples of
Northern Nigeria and their culture in pre-coloriates. | discussed and
analyzed the three first major ethnic groups oftNem Nigeria: the

Hausa, the Kanem-Bornu and the Nupe. Thereforeea¢nd of this unit

you are expected to:

identify the Hausa
identify the Kanem-Bornu
identify the Nupe

discuss their origins

explain their traditional culture or way of life

explain their traditional socio-political organiiat
identify the similarities and dissimilarities betrethem.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What do you know about the traditional Hauka,Kanem-Bornu
and the Nupe?
2. Can you find any similarities or dissimilargibetween them?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This study unit introduces you to the part two obrtern Nigeria
peoples and culture in pre-colonial times. It vidtus only on the last
three ethnic groups found in the Northern part adeXa namely, the
Igala, the Jukun or Kwararafa and the Tiv.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

identify the Igala

identify the Jukun or Kwararafa

identify the Tiv

discuss their origins;

explain their socio-political organization

explain the similarities and dissimilarities betweakem.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Thelgala
3.1.1 Oirigin of the Igala

Like any other ethnic group in Nigeria, the origihthe Igala people is
not clear. However, Idah has always been knowrasapital state of
Igala people.

Abutu Eje Version

History tells us that Abutu Eje was the first pexality to seriously
contribute to the development or evolution of thal& state. Abutu Eje
sometimes identified as child reared by a leopé&ie)(or as a prince
from Ado (Benin)or Apa (Wukari Jukun), was a foreigner. According t
the legend, the sovereignty was transferred to fnem an aboriginal
population (the Okpoto).

Achadu Version

Some Igala elites attribute the emergence of thtaile to one Achadu.
He is believed to have come from the Igbo counkig. married the
Attah and later became a patron (ritual husband)tha leader of the
kingmakers (lgalla-mela).

The Yoruba Version

Some scholars also argue that the Igala are of mbéoextraction.
Historical evidence exists to show that the tene® of the Igala and
some Yoruba speaking peoples had been contiguous.
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to discuss the origin of thddgeeople.

3.1.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the Igal

Ayagba or ldoko is best known as the ancestor ltthal Attahs. He is
also credited to have founded the present Igalastyn History tells us

that he was the one who helped the Igala peopiegak away from the
Jukun rule.

Politically speaking, each Igalla Mela was the hed&dany effective

Igala territory. His administrative power was likeat of the Uzama
Nihiron of Benin or the Oyemisi of the Yoruba. Ttraditional lgala
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political structure was operated on two levels.r€hgas the central and
the provincial level of administration. The Attalasvhead of the centre.
A council of chiefs and other officials assistednhin the local or
provincial administration of the kingdom.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What do you know about the socio-political orgatima of the
traditional Igala people?

3.2  The Jukun (Kwararafa)

3.2.1 Origin of the Jukun

Again, like other ethnic groups in Nigeria, thegami of the Jukun people
is not fixed. The Jukun are also known as the Kvedsa They are
believed to have occupied the area between ther ®eaue and the
River Ibi in Gongola state. Wukari was also knowrtteze principal town
of the Jukun people, and it is in that town thatirthKing resided. The
Jukun State was large.

The Kano Chronicle Version

The Kano chronicle version was the most authewoticce that could say
something convincing about the Jukun history ogioti According to
records from the Kano Chronicle, the Jukun peogided the Hausaland
and Bornu in the sixteenth and seventeenth cestufieis shows that
although the origin of the Jukun people was alniognown, they were
at least in existence before the sixteenth cerdutitereabouts.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What do you know about the origin of the Jukun pe®p
3.2.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the Julkn

As said earlier, the Jukun state was certainlyanetmall state. This is
one of the reasons why Jukun was seen as a coafetenf peoples
who recognized the religious supremacy of the AKKIAUHistory tells
us that by the end of the seventeenth centuryJiken had been well
established in the middle Benue region. The Jukewople operated a
theocratic system of government. AKU UKA was theadheof any
effective Jukun state. He was believed to be spiltif appointed and
was regarded as the representative of the godartim @&lthough AKU
UKA was very powerful, his system of government was despotic.
He had no absolute power over his people. There weny ways of
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regulating his power. According to Jukun traditichkkU UKA was
judged, for instance, by his performance (resuftinhce he was the
symbol of the Jukun existence, a good harvest cbuldg in more
prestige while a bad harvest could result in seri@alamity, and
thereafter, his unpopularity and downfall. Alsoer were many taboos
which acted as checks on his royal power as wekknEas the head of
the executive, legislative and judiciary, AKU UKAsa ruled with the
advice of his nobles and subjects. Public opini@s wespected in Jukun
pre-colonial administration.

Achuwo

He was the head of Aku Uka’s Council of nobles.ftigctioned as the
Prime Minister. He was seconded by the Abo Zikend&i Achuwo and
the Aku Nako. You should also remember that thesbles were
representatives of their lineages as well.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to describe the socio-politmajanization of the
traditional Jukun people.

3.3 TheTiv

P. Bohannan (1953) in his bodke Tiv of Central Nigeria classifies the
Tiv people as the largest single ethnic group ertiddle Benue basin
of Northern Nigeria. According to him, the southeamd eastern
portions of the Tiv country, also called “ltyoughté&tagh”, lie among

the foothills of the Cameroon highlands and thel@aila or Sankwura
hills of the Obudu hills territory. These regions anked by the Alago
and Jukunized group on the North, the Basta an@ro@ameroon
groups like the Undir and lyon on the South andt®edtast, with the
Jukun and Chamba to the West. Of course, they mitgseccupy the

Tiv local government areas of Buraka, Gboko, Gw@wer West,

Gumu, Kwande, Katisina Ala, Konshisha, Vandeiky&uhl Ushonyo,

and Mukurdi.

3.3.1 Origin of the Tiv
Needless to say again that the origin of the Tigpte is not certain.

What we know about their origin came from oral itiads of myths and
legends and theories of migration.
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Tiv Version

According to the Tiv oral tradition, it was Tivs a person, that founded
the Tiv ethnic group of today. So, the word Tivemsf both to the
language and founding father of the group.

Swem Version

Other traditions argue that earlier settlementthefethnic group came
from Swem down to their present location throughadge and Ibinda,
and this occurred between the sixteenth and sesmthteenturies.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the origins of the traditional Tiv ethnrogp.
3.3.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the Tiv

Again, P. Bohannan (1953) argues that the sociiigadlsystem of the
traditional Tiv was very unique. It was a classtample of segmentary
or largely decentralized system of government ergnlonial and post-
colonial Nigeria ever studied.

“Tsombor”

“Tsombor” was the name of the family group and whs largest
recognized entity as well.

“Mbavessen” (Elder)

Mbavessen or elder was the head of a unit. Youldhemember that in
Tiv traditional system, each family group was inmntudivided into
smaller units.

You should also remember that the Tiv attached nnglortance to the
spirit of brotherhood and mutual relations becanfsthe belief that all
of them were from one father and therefore fromne ¢ineage. For
Bohannan (1953) the Tiv socio-political structurea$ so simple that it
was difficult to understand.” According to him, Tsociety was very
much segmented. It was a hierarchical society.tdttexd with the
individual at the lowest level, the family, the emtled family, the
kindred, and through clan to Tiv, i.e. the wholddr In Tiv society,
more than in any other Nigerian ethnic group, gggeal affiliation
was very strong. Even today, in traditional Tivigbg, it is upon this
kind of genealogical framework of hierarchy thatstip relationship is
organized.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Discuss the socio-political organization of thedttianal Tiv.
4.0 CONCLUSION

This study unit has dealt with the Northern Nigemeeoples and culture
particularly in pre-colonial times. The lgala, Kweafa and Tiv have
been the main focus.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this study unit, | introduced you to the Parbfithe peoples Northern
Nigeria and their culture in pre-colonial timegli$cussed and analyzed
the last three major ethic groups of the NorthergeNa, that is the
Igala, the Kwararafa or Jukun and the Tiv. Therefat the end of this
unit, you are expected to know who are

The Igala

The Jukun or Kwararafa

The Tiv

Discuss their origins

Understand their traditional culture or way oélif
Understand their traditional socio-political orgaation
Know the similarities and dissimilarities amonetii etc

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

=

What do you know about the traditional Igal&uluand Tiv?
2. Can you find any similarities or dissimilaritiestween them?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This study unit intends to introduce you to the awrcs of the evolution
of Nigeria as a political unit. It will focus mainbn the different stages
Nigeria as a country passed through especially ruth@eBritish colonial
masters.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o state with accuracy when Nigeria as a country becam
independent sovereign nation and later became alfRep

state who the first Europeans to arrive Nigeria

explain the constitution of the British in thesation of Nigeria
explain the about the Nigerian nationalism

identify some major problems left by the colorstdi

explain if Nigeria as a country is a vital politicanit.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The British and the Creation of Nigeria

You should know that the British who have oftenrbeeedited with the
creation of Nigeria were not the first Europeansatad in Nigeria. The
Portuguese were the first Europeans to arrive MNigdrrough Bini
Kingdom. According to Hodgkin: “the second half dfe century
(fifteenth) saw the arrival of the first Europeam$enin, the Portuguese
Ruy de Sequeira in 1472 in Ewuare’s reign and Alfonzo de Aviero in
1484 in Ozolua’s reign”.

3.1.1 The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade

The Trans-Atlantic slave trade was the unforturcatennel that first put
the British in contact with Nigeria. The trade gotmaturity in the 16
century. For close to three centuries, coastal iNigerelations with the
British were dominated by the trans-Atlantic slanagle. But in the early
decade of the 9 century, the British decided to abolish the trans-
Atlantic slave trade. They did so through the ofpena of the British
West African Naval Squadron. You should know tha tautological to
say that the trade was very damaging to Africadnegal and Nigeria in
particular.

3.1.2 The Period of Legitimate Commerce

After three centuries of shameful slave trade céimeeso-called period
of legitimate commerce. Of course, this was anofjuddlen opportunity
for the Europeans to get more directly involvedthe affairs of the
African States. Europeans first introduced the “@oat” politics. To

them, this was important because some “erring” oafni states were
threatened with attack and in some cases, weralbcattacked. It was
under the umbrella of such happenings that theisBritirst formally

annexed Nigerian territory. In 1861, they took Legs a colony. But,
the bulk of Nigerian territory was occupied in fhée 19" century. This

happened through dubious treaties that were sigiddsome Nigerian
potentates, and through military conquest of state$ deportation of
their rulers. Despite the resistance of some bramd courageous
Nigerians such as Jaja of Opobo, Nana of Itsekipnramwen of
Benin and Attahiru of Sokoto, they could not stbe British usurpation
of their independence and authority.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the relationship between the creation geNa and the British
colonial rule.
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3.2 The Amalgamation Processes

Before the year 1900, all the different parts of@fia conquered by the
British were still under their original administi@t. But by 1900, the
whole Nigeria was under the responsibility of thetiBh Colonial
Office.

3.2.1 May 1906 Amalgamation

The May 1906 amalgamation is known as the first amealgamation of
the British in Nigeria. British government amalgdeth Lagos colony
and protectorate with the protectorate of Southigeria to form the
new colony and protectorate of Southern Nigeriau ¥bould know that
since the whole Nigeria was under the responsibitit the British

government they did not bother to seek the viewNigérians in the two
territories as to whether or not they supported #mealgamation.
Besides, Tamuno (1980) observes that the primary @i the 1906
amalgamation was purely economic, that is, “to tieebetter financial
position of the protectorate of Southern Nigeriancover the costs of
administration and development in the financiallgak colony and
protectorate of Lagos, then saddled with the wéligphant of a railway
in need of extension since 1901”.

3.2.2 January 1914 Amalgamation

The second amalgamation was that of 1914. In Jarilgdr4, the British
government amalgamated Northern and Southern Mig€he principal
reason for this is the same as that of May 1906e Northern
protectorate was not as economically buoyant as dbleny and
protectorate of Southern Nigeria. That was why tler British imperial
offices, since the Southern trade was booming, gamahtion would
allow the surpluses acquired in the south to bel iisehe North, and
this was expected to reduce British Treasury resipdity. Sir
Frederick Lugard (later became Lord) is best knasrihe father of the
“January 1914” amalgamation.

3.2.3 Some Consequences of the Amalgamation

It can be argued that even if the initial intentioihthe amalgamation
process was to make of Nigeria a political unitdid practically fail.
According to Hatch (1970) the amalgamation of Niggevas carried out
with many unanswered questions such as:

What would be the effect of uniting the Fulani estés — with their

comparatively static, traditionalist outlook — witthe thrusting,
competitive, individualistic society of the soutmow acquiring
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knowledge from a growing number of mission schoaich were
making available an expanding clerical class? Hawla societies that
only a few years earlier had been rival and oftestite states live
together under one administration? Should they farsmgle nation? If
so, how could a single allegiance be created? yncase, what was the
central objective of British policy? Was it to Hiilan empire
permanently subordinate to Britain, to act as até® for some shadowy
African future, or to encourage a natural spirdgdmg to ultimate self-
government?” (p.55)

Today, it is obvious that the tragedy of Nigerihistory and its people
IS not so much to be found in the diversity of thegsoups that were
brought together under amalgamation. Rather, thé tragedy is that
British colonial policy in Nigeria after amalgan@ii tended to be
divisive and isolationist in terms of keeping treoples of the two main
protectorates separate. For instance, while thd d¢dalgamation gave
the northern and southern provinces a common galithead in the
person of Lugard, no uniform style of administrataeveloped in either
group of provinces. Despite the amalgamation of419digeria still
operated as a federation of two groups of proviramsveen 1914 and
1939. Later on April 1, 1939, the British governmeplit the former
Southern provinces into Eastern and Western presginc€his tripartite
division of Nigeria remained well into the independe period, until
1963 when the Mid Western region was created, dad Northern
Region was split for the first time in 1967.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What role did the amalgamations play in the evolutbf Nigeria as a
political unit?

3.3 Nigerian Peoples and the Colonial Predicamen

You should always remember that colonial rule vaasibly imposed on
the people of Nigeria. As stated earlier, colom&ntion has never been
for the benefit of Nigerian people. It was exploita and this
engendered protests from prominent Nigerians. Thsyit of economic
goals was their catalyst. The British were busyiog for cheap raw
materials and creating markets for the sale of tv@ished products. In
doing that, their objectives became clear: theyped policies which in
their entire ramification were geared towards tbenemic, political and
social benefits of the British overlords.
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3.3.1 The Nigerian Nationalism

It is obvious that the British colonial rule ali¢ed Nigerians at different
levels. Nigerians became foreigners in their owantry! For instance,
it became very difficult, if not impossible, for am to effectively
participate in both the economic and governmentatgsses of their
own country. The immediate result to such unfortersgtuation was the
birth of Nigerian nationalism. Like in other pad§ Africa, some brave
Nigerians stood up and decided to champion theeckurgeforms in the
system. The Nigerian nationalism was welcome botthé country and
abroad. Three major trends characterized the gtreoiynationalistic
spirit:

a. The peoples protest against the colonial systetimeir desire to
alter the existing colonial system so that thewldobenefit
from it,

b. The activities of black diasporas in the New Wothe Americas

such as Marcus J. Garvey and Wilmot Blyden who were
exponents of the dignity of the African persorg an

C. The presence of an articulate class of Nigezldes who through
their acquisition of western education were in #amguard of
those agitating for change in the status quo.

“The West African Pilot” and Garvey’s “the Negro World”

These are the most prominent newspapers that botgd seriously to
the emergence of Nigerian nationalism. Besides esotiner factors also
contributed to the Nigerian nationalism: the depetent of political
parties, and the election of the labour party intedr with its anti-
colonialism agenda. Nigeria became independentaiol@r ' 1960.

The Nigerian Youth Movement (NYM)

This movement is best known as the “first true ovadlist organization”
that emerged in Nigeria in 1936. It was headed am&l Akinsanya,
H.O Davies, Ernest Ikoli and Dr. J.C Vaughan. Dnaindi Azikiwe and
Chief Obafemi Awolowo later joined the movemeniBB7.

The National Council of Nigeria and the Cameroon’s

This movement was created on"2Bugust 1944. It was headed by
Herbert Macaulay as president and Dr. Nnamdi Azikag its secretary.
In 1945, the movement made one of its aims vergrcldo achieve
internal self-government for Nigeria whereby thepe of Nigeria and
the Cameroons under British mandate shall exer@sgecutive,
legislative and judicial power”.
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The Igho domination within the party brought inegling of resentment.
The true nationalist spirit started giving way tabial interest”. On this
note, the Action Group (AG) was founded in 1948 ©ypafemi
Awolowo to defend the interest of the Yoruba. A iy&der (1949) the
Northern peoples Congress (NPC) was formed by Makaninu Kano
and Mallam Abubakar Tafawa Balewa to defend therests of the
Northerners.

There is no doubt that the establishment of theisel toriented political

organizations turned out to be strong centrifugatés against Nigerian
unity. According to Olusanya (1980:568) “with therhation of the AG

and the NPC, ethnic nationalism and regional dwisitriumphed over
the forces of unity in Nigerian politics.”

3.3.2 Nigerian Independence and Constitutions

The final declaration of the Nigerian independeaneOctober T 1960
was also the result of the major constitutions rgme

. The Richards Constitution of 1946
. The McPherson constitution of 1951, and
o The Lyttleton Constitution of 1954

The 1954 Constitution

The McPherson constitution was the most compretierasnd did not
live long. The need for its revision became neagsskhe revision led
to the promulgation of the Lyttleton Constitutioh 1954 that remains
the cornerstone of the Nigerian constitution tilatel The 1954
constitution established a federal system of gavemt for Nigeria. It
is also believed that the 1954 constitution markedend of nationalist
struggle for independence. You should also remertiiar even when
Nigeria attained her independence, there wereds#lp fissures within
the structure. Ethnicism and tribalism were the mpyeminent, along
with the feeling of marginalization by minority grps in different areas.

3.3.3 Is Nigeria a Vital Political Unit?

Bearing the socio-historical evolution of Nigeria mind, the question
whether Nigeria is a real political unit cannote®e a complete “no” or
“yes” answer. The answer will depend on the pesangle of analysis.
For some scholars, the Federation of Nigeria isistake. They argue
that Nigeria is a conglomerate of various ethnmugis. And, during the
pre-colonial period those ethnic groups never istated. So it was
futile to put such people together. Therefore,uhity of Nigeria is just
a mere concept or a slogan.
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Although there are some elements of truth in thesis, some scholars
still argue the opposite. According to |Ikime (198&)d Ajayi and

Alagoa (1980) Nigeria can be seen as a real palitioit. They argue

that there were fruitful inter-group relations beem the people of
Nigeria before colonial rule. They also argue thhe common

experience of colonial rule buy the peoples of Nayerovided good

grounds for building a nation. This was also theecwith the British

thirteen America Colonies that later formed the tehi States of

America with their declaration of independence 774.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Nigeria is not a vital political unit. Discuss.
4.0 CONCLUSION

This study dealt with the socio-historical analysisthe evolution of
Nigeria as a political unit. We have seen how tlgaaginics of such
evolution passed through different stages mostlyirexered by British
colonial masters.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this study unit | introduced you to the knowledgf the different
stages of the evolution of Nigeria as a politicalt.uTherefore, at the
end of this unit you are expected to:

o mention the first Europeans to arrive Nigeria

o state the contribution of the British in the creatdf Nigeria

o explain about the different amalgamations that oecl in
Nigeria

o explain about the Nigerian nationalism

o identify some unanswered questions left by thergalsts

o state if Nigeria is a vital political unit, etc

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Use your own words to discuss the evolution ajeNa as a
political unit.
2. Is Nigeria a vital political unit?
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MODULE 2
INTRODUCTION

This module is made up of four study units (se®Wwgl However, you

should always remember that although the studysaré autonomous
they are interconnected as well. The overall aimpipse of this module
is to identify, describe and analyze some of theartant characteristics
of the major culture areas of Nigeria.

Unitl  The Culture Area of the Niger Delta Regf Nigeria
Unit2  The Culture Area of the Rain Forest Ragi Nigeria
Unit3  The Culture Area of the Guinea Savanngiéteof Nigeria
Unit4  The Culture Area of the Sudan Savannadregf Nigeria

UNIT 1 THE CULTURE AREA OF THE NIGER DELTA
REGION OF NIGERIA

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Who are the Niger Delta People?
3.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the Nigerel@a
People
3.2 The Religion Beliefs of the Niger Delta People.
3.3 The Arts of the Niger Delta People
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION
This study unit introduces you to the culture o tiiger Delta Region
of Nigeria. The emphasis will be mainly on the kiedge of who the

Niger Delta people are, their socio-political orgation, religious
beliefs and their arts.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

state who the Niger Delta people are
discuss about their ecology

explain their socio-political organization
mention their religion beliefs

explain their arts.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 WhoaretheNiger Delta People?

The ljaw, the Ndoki, the Odual, the Isoko, the Uybothe Abual and
the Itsekiri are generally called the Niger Deltople. Geographically
speaking, the Niger Delta Region is that area @eNa which begins
from the immediate South of Edo and Igbo landsh&Atlantic Ocean,
ranging from the South-East of Yorubaland to carfzarts of the Efik
and the Ibibio areas. The different ethnic groups tonstitute Niger
Delta Region are generally described as minoritdgiough most of
these ethnic groups belong to the Kwa languagelyaomly the Urhobo
and the Isoko people speak the same language.n§ishithe major
occupation for those that live entirely within theangrove and fresh
water areas. Those located in the immediate hartdrcombine fishing
with the cultivation of root crops. The recent stagf their culture
history shows the Urhobo as great traders while abi@munities of
Itsekiri, Bonny and Opobo have established thenesehas the
middlemen of the oil trade.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Who are the Niger Delta people?

3.2 The Socio-Palitical Organization of the Niger Delta
People

The socio-political organization of the Niger Defiaople is strongly
established on the basis of village groups or cl&hs Itsekiri constitute
the only exception. Many ethnic groups of the NiBelta Region rely
on their dialects and are eager to develop therns iBhespecially the
case in the Urhobo area.

History tells us that the ljaw have over forty ade groupings, the
Urhobo, twenty-two; Isoko, sixteen, etc. You shordthember that each
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of these groupings has its political institutionsdaautonomy. In the
past, these groupings could enter into war agaonst another. It is
recorded that in the past, some of these groupiogss to the status of
kingdoms, a number of which have fairly long hisger History also

tells us that unlike the Edo, the Yoruba and thH®]|ghe people of the
Niger Delta Region have never been builders of ezspiAnd they have
never nurtured any great ambition to dominate sthiedeed, the most
common political trait of the Niger Delta people tise democratic
republican spirit and the basic political unit ketvillage. The clan or
village group is a confederation, and the wholdhaf ethnic group is
something merely of a cultural community. It is gmted that in the
Niger Delta Region, the Itsekiri represents theydahgdom that does
not have to grapple with the political problemsseag from internal

fragmentation, multiple dialects and so forth.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to describe the socio-politmajanization of the
Niger Delta Region.

3.3 TheRdigious Bédliefs of the Niger Delta People

Despite the varieties of different ethnic groupstie Niger Delta

Region, it is striking to note that they all bekein the existence of a
Supreme God. For instance, in Isoko and Urhobo Singreme God is
called Oghene while the ljaw call him Tamara or &gb The Supreme
God is called Oritsenebuwe or Oriste in Itsekiri.

However, the Niger Delta people have and believeamy deities. The
prominent ones are gods and goddesses of the wa&dokun also
called Umalokun or “mami water” is the most genlgr@hown goddess
in the Niger Delta region. “Mami water” is well kwn as the bride of
the seas. Any genuine Niger Delta person consmatsrs, that is, the
rivers, the creeks, the lakes and especially thanfit Ocean itself, as
cities populated by not only fishes but also whaenmunities of deities
and water spirits. You should also know that witelficbelief is very
pronounced in the Niger Delta region. Consequerritpal ways of
dealing with ritual-related issues abound. It soalecorded that it is the
belief in witchcraft and the question of how towsolt that speeded the
establishment and the rise of “Igbo” religious grsuespecially in
Urhobo and Isoko areas. You should also rememlsriththe Niger
Delta region, the ljaw are best known as profesdionasseurs and
physiotherapists, but they know next to nothinguaboagic, divination
and herbalism.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What do you know about the religious beliefs of Higer Delta people?
34 TheArtsof the Niger Delta People

Unlike the Yoruba, the Igbo and especially the Bihie Niger Delta
people are not famous for great works of art. Resttheir ecological
limitations did not encourage such artistic ori¢éiota Nevertheless, this
does not mean that Niger Delta people do not knoytheng about arts
and crafts. Of course, the ecological situationthed region does not
favour certain crafts and skills such as iron simgjtbronze works, the
manufacture of glass beads, the terra cotta toadieind the textile
industry, etc. However, the Niger Delta peopleratber professional in
the domains of canoe making, salt production, cersnetc. Besides,
the ljaw, the Itsekiri, the Urhobo and the Isokaégroved their best
skills in the oil palm production technology. Histoalso tells us that
cloth weaving in the Aboh area diffused to partdsatko and Urhobo
areas.

Also music and dance constitute an immense cotioibwf the Niger
Delta region to the overall heritage of the Nigeraion. It is recorded
that most of these dances and music have formed ctiiiral

background of some of the young dancers and masi@atoday. It is
well known that the late Rex Lawson had derived mwdf his

inspiration from his native Kalabari ljaw music. i$hs also true of
Okupa in Isokoland, Sally Young and Mike Okri iretkhuokori and
Ughelli areas of Urhoboland.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Use your own words to discuss the arts of the NiRgdta region.
4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has dealt with the analysis and undedstanof the culture
area of the Niger Delta region of Nigeria.

50 SUMMARY

At the end of the discussion of the culture arethefNiger Delta region
of Nigeria, you are expected to:

o state with confidence who the Niger Delta peopés ar
o discuss about their origins;
o discuss about their socio-political organization;
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o discuss their religious beliefs; and
o discuss about their arts.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Who are the Niger Delta people and what charaeéehem?

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READING
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UNIT 2 THE CULTURE AREA OF THE RAIN FOREST
REGION OF NIGERIA

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Who are the Inhabitants of the Rain Forest &tegf
Nigeria?
3.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the Raindst People
of Nigeria
3.3 The Arts of the Rain Forest People of Nigeria
3.4 Religious Beliefs of the Rain Forest Peopl&ligferia
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This study unit introduces you to the culture of fRain Forest Region
of Nigeria. It focuses mainly on the knowledge dfoathe forest people
of Nigeria are, their socio-political organizatioreligious beliefs and
their arts.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

characterize the culture area of the Rain Forespleef Nigeria
discuss their socio-political organization

disuss about their religious beliefs

discuss their arts .

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Who are the Inhabitants of the Rain Forest Region of
Nigeria?

First of all, the cultures of the Rain Forest Regaf Nigeria can be
easily categorized into four main groups, namehge troruba, the
Western Igbo, the Eastern Igbo and the Edoid. Theuba group is
located in the Western part of the region stretglaaross the border of
Benin Republic with incursion into Togo as well. eTtEastern and
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Western Igbo sub cultures occupy a vast area dlen®iver Niger. The
Edoid culture group which includes Bini, Esan, Etsalgarra, Owan,
etc., is located in between the Yoruba and the.IJihe eastern part of
Igboland to the Cameroonian border is occupiedHay Yakur, Ekoi,

Ibibio,Anang, Bokyi, Ejaghan, Bekwara and others.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Who are the inhabitants of the Rain Forest regiodigeria?

3.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the Rain Forest
People

You should always remember that there is no compadtern of socio-
political organization among the people living retrain forest region.
Nevertheless, some cultures are similar to otlgased on similarities
and dissimilarities of culture among the rain fog@sople, we can retain
at least two broad tendencies as far as their quulitical organization
is concerned. The first tendency is what we mayl a&éllage
democracies and the second is the monarchicabkstBte Igbo people,
some communities of the east, and the Northern agmties of the
Edoid, fall under the first tendency, while the ¥ba and the Bini
belong to the second category.

a. Village Democr acy

The Igbo people are well known for it. In every ¢dgnd, the village
constitutes the basic unit of political organizati®¥illages are made up
of lineages which are regarded as something sintdacomponent
states. Every lineage is headed by an Okpara, ltiestomale member.
He is the link between his people and the ancedttgsalso controls the
Ofo that symbolizes justice and authority. Anybothat can make
meaningful contribution during general meetings welcome
irrespective of sex and age. When there are sedmsites or matters
requiring crucial and careful decisions, the Okpaedls a general
meeting of the adult members of the lineage. théssame process at the
village level. In Igboland, a number of villagesaticlaim a common
primordial ancestry constitute a village group @wvn. [See Module 1,
Unit 2].

b. Monar chical States[See module 1, unit 3]

Monarchy is the second major tendency of the Raires$t people. It is
best represented by the Yoruba. Contrary to the,lfie town is rather
the basic political unit in the Yoruba culture aréae town is made up
of lineages, organized in order of seniority deiesd by the order of
settlement. The leadership in every lineage in Yaland is hereditary.
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The leader of the founder lineage assumes the higadfithe town. The
Baale is the head of the town. He is also called ®ben crowned king.
His duty is to conduct the administration of thevmoin consultation
with the various lineage chiefs. At the local levdle town is divided
into wards. The ward chief is called ljoye, AdugiydOlorin itun. Wards
are also made up of compounds which are headethébeltiest man
called Baale.

In the traditional Yoruba politics, there was atidistion between
judicial and legislative powers. There was rath&ira of hierarchy of
powers. For instance, we have three judicial levefgesented by the
court of the Oba, the ljoye and the Baale. The ©baurt is the court of
last appeal.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the socio-political organization of thenrfirest people.
3.3 TheArtsof the Rain Forest People

The Rain Forest people are best known for theihlizigophisticated
artistic traditions and skills. They are unbeatalriethe science of
metallurgy especially iron smelting and black simi¢fy Communities
such as Ife, Nkwere, Awka, Abiriba and Oyo haverismelting as their
major business. In the Rain Forest of Niget&ra cotta figurines of
very high artistic qualities have been found inesal parts in the Igbo,
the Ibibio, the Edo and the Yoruba lands. Ibibiolamd her neighbours
constitute the reservoir of great masks most ottviaire objects of deep
religious meaning and symbolism. There is also @prexiable level of
textile work in the whole of the rain forest regjguarticularly in Yoruba
and Esan lands.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What are the major artistic works of the Rain Fopeople of Nigeria?
3.4 TheRedligious Beliefs of the Rain Forest People

Just like the Niger Deltans, the Rain Forest peapéereligious as well.
They also share a general belief in the existerica Supreme God.
Although God is supremely the same, he is diffdyecalled according
to the various cultures. For instance, in YorubdJaGod is called
Olodumare or Olorun. Among the Benin he is callesh@bua. The
Esan call him Osenebua and the Etsako call him @ayhghe Igbo call
God Chukwu or sometimes Obasi while He is Abasi rmgnihe Ibibio,

and so forth. Almost all the various cultures of ®ain Forest region of
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Nigeria consider the Supreme God as the Creattireoivhole universe.
To them, God has unlimited powers and He is alsoewalent and
punitive. His residence is somewhere in spaceardttrection of the sky.
This is one of the reasons why He hardly gets wealdirectly in the
affairs of men. The people of the Rain Forest aoeentoncerned with
their deities who are closer to them than God Hifnsehe most

powerful of these lesser deities are Orisa in Yalaihd, Alusi in Igho

and Ebo in Edoland. The attachment to deities igaeerful that in the
Ife area, for instance, as many as 2001 deitiesaitketo exist and only
25 days in the calendar year are free from officaigious activities

devoted to them. There are lesser deities in Ydamiokain than Igboland
but all of them are powerful. Sango, Ogun, Sopddlmkun, Obatala,
Obalefun, Orunmila, Orisanla, Yemoo and Oluoroglbe some few
powerful deities in Yorubaland, while Amadaiahafonadiora, Idemili,

Igwe, Ana or Ani are some powerful Igbo deities.

It is important to note that the general philosof@hind the religious
spirit of the Rain Forest people is the searchgimod health, long life,
blessing in terms of children and wealth, and gangrotection against
misfortune and evil influences. Of course, they wall these in
exchange for constant worship and purity of heént.their own

understanding, failure to worship or make sacrdicéeo these
supernatural forces may make them withdraw theotgmtion and
blessing. Unlike in the Niger Delta region, witcaftrbelief, especially
in most of Igboland, is not of paramount importance

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to discuss the religious belaffshe rain forest
people.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit dealt with the analysis and understandihtipe culture area of
the Rain Forest region of Nigeria. We have focusanly on their
socio-political organization, their religious béieand their arts.

50 SUMMARY

Having discussed the culture area of the rain foregion of Nigeria,
you are expected to:

state who the inhabitants of that region are
discuss their socio-political organization
explain about their religious beliefs
discuss their arts .
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Who are the rain forest people?
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UNIT 3 THE CULTURE AREA OF THE GUINEA
SAVANNA REGION OF NIGERIA

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  Who are the Guinea Savanna People?
3.2 The Socio-Political Organization of the Guirgavanna
People of Nigeria
3.3 The Economy of the Guinea Savanna People
3.4 The Religious Beliefs of the Guinea Savannglkeo
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
This study unit introduces you to the culture oé tBuinea Savanna
people of Nigeria. It focuses mainly on the knowgedof who the

Guinea Savanna people are their socio-politicalawization, their
economy and religious beliefs.

20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o characterize the culture area of the Guinea savaeople of
Nigeria

o discuss their socio-political organization

o explain about their economy

o discuss their religious beliefs etc.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Who arethe Guinea Savanna People?

To begin with, the Guinea Savanna Region is knosvtha home of an
overwhelming majority of Nigeria’s cultural or etbrgroups. The four
major states of Adamawa, Nasarawa, Plateau andbdaravhich

constitute over fifty per cent of the cultures ofyéria, fall under this
region. The Middle Belt (sometimes called KasasBawichi) is also
part of this region. It covers the Idoma, the Epitee Igala and the
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whole of Zaria communities to the South. It shattes border with
Cameroon in the East and with the Republic of Bemithe West. There
IS even a general tendency to believe that aboginge per cent of the
peoples and cultures of Nigeria are found in than€a Savanna region.
Apart from some large groups such as the Tiv, theuGand the Nupe,
groups within the Savanna region are generally kndov their small
size. It is difficult to find groups with more thanthousand souls. Such
groups are the Mumuye, the Jukun, the Anok, theakdk, the Birom,
the Higgi, the Jirai, the Ichen, the Kaka, the Gitmk the Fyer, the
Bassa, the Tikar, the Vergo, the Afizere, the Kamithe Koro, the
Anaguta, the Gade, the Shamo, the Anagas, the \VammiLakk, the
Jero, the Tangale, the Zaranda, the Limoro, theuRtite Amo, the
Kurama, the Holma, the Mbula, the Lau, the Chanto, ¥ou should
remember that most of these groups claim origirHatisa or Jukun
ancestors.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to characterize the Guinea Swvareople of
Nigeria.

3.2 The Socio-Palitical Organization of the Guinea Savanna
People

You should always remember that the socio-politerglainization of the
Guinea Savanna people is very different from tHathe Rain Forest
people known for their large monarchies and greapiees. History

shows that before the rise of emirates along viéirtjihads in the early
nineteenth century and the advent of warrant chia$s part of the
colonial political arrangements, the Guinea Savgme@ple were never
used to the culture of centralized government. Gely ethnic groups
such as the Igala, the Nupe and the Jukun handapeek elaborate
monarchical structures dating back to antiquityt Bhese few cases
cannot be compared with the majority of the growitkin the region

that do not have monarchical structures.

The Guinea Savanna people have always been knowthdo petty
chiefdoms or village or lineage-based democracymé&agrominent
groups such as the Ebira, Idoma, Tiv, and Biromehaitimately
formalized the institution of the so-called “RoyHighnesses” with
jurisdiction covering the whole ethnic group.

However, some ethnic groups in the Guinea Savaagiam have been

paying allegiance to the Sultan who has spiritual political control of
the greater part of the region.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the socio-political organization of the @& Savanna people of
Nigeria.

3.3 TheEconomy of the Guinea Savanna Region of Nigeria

Farming is the major economic preoccupation of pe®ple of the
Guinea Savanna region. Yam is the most cultivaied. Nupe, the Koto
and the Tiv constitute what is called the “Westi¢dn yam belt”".
Among the other ethnic groups of the region, thenary crop is guinea
corn and millet. They also cultivate cassava butim@abundance. Yam
cultivation is largely men’s business. In the Gairfgavanna region there
is land for everybody and fertility of the land teas exceptional. Even
the hilly terrains of the Adamawa, Jos and Bauddigaux still produce
enough food.

In the Guinea Savanna region land belongs to thamamity or lineage
and not to individuals. Coincidentally, Nigeria\wd major rivers, the
Niger and the Benue, together with their severdutaries, flow
through this region and provide ample opportunity professional
fishing. It is recorded that apart from Jos whée hulk of the tin being
produced is in the hands of women, generally womkthe Guinea
Savanna region are not used to commerce.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Discuss the economy of the Guinea Savanna regibhgafria.
3.4 TheRdigious Bdliefs of the Guinea Savanna People

The structure of the religious beliefs in the Gairfgavanna region is
different from that of the Delta and the Rain Foaré%r instance, the
Yoruba of Ife have developed a kind of extensivatpaons which we
cannot find in the Guinea Savanna region. Nevesfislas it is the case
in the Niger Delta, the Rain Forest, there is aeganbelief in the
existence of Supreme God in the Guinea Savannaregg well. But
you should remember that although the belief inupr&me God is
general in that region, He is differently callecc@acling to the ethnic
groups. Among the Kurama, for instance, God isedalAshili or
Bakashili. Among the Tiv, he is known as Aondo whihe Rukuba call
him Katakuru. Among the Gwari He is called Shekdknesha, Esse,
Sheko or Soko. The Nupe call him Soko. He is kn@snAgwatana
among the Busa. He is called Owo or Owoico amomrgldoma. The
Kadara call him Onum. He is known as Shido or Chasoong the
Jukun, and Hinegba or Ihinegba among the Ebira,Téte people of the
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Guinea Savanna region also believe in other fosaeh as astral spirits.
The Igala, the Jukun and the Tiv are well knowntlfi@ir strong belief in
witchcraft, magic and sorcery. It is recorded thhe political
significance of the groups aforementioned derivesnftheir powerful
attachment to ritual and magic. The political sgstef this group,
especially the Jukun, is sometimes described axtagc. You should
also remember that in Tiv ethnic group only men laedeved to be
witches, while the witches of the Nupe and Gwaei @imost invariably
women.

It is also very important to note that the Guinear&na region is the
most representative of religious balance in Nigeltias in this region
more than anywhere, that we find an excellent ragpement and
cohabitation between Islam and Christianity. lev@n recorded that in
the Guinea Savanna region members of the same hlmidsean belong
to either faith and still remains brothers. Therefothis region
represents the best hope for religious tolerandégeria.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Not all ethnic groups in the Guinea Savanna regiddigeria believe in
magic and witchcraft”. Discuss.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This study unit has dealt with the analysis andeusténding of culture
area of the Guinea savanna region of Nigeria. We iacused mainly
on their characteristics, their socio-political angzation, their economy
and religions beliefs.

50 SUMMARY

Having discussed the culture area of the Guineaar$av Region of
Nigeria, you are expected to:

identify who the people of that region
discuss their socio-political organization
explain their economy

discuss their religious beliefs etc.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

The Guinea Savanna region of Nigeria is the honrela@fious tolerance
in Nigeria. Discuss.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This study unit introduces you to the culture aséthe Sudan Savanna
region of Nigeria. Our focus will be mainly on theowledge of the
major ethnic groups of that region, their socioipzd| organization,
their economy etc.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

state what characterizes the Sudan Savanna regitigeria
mention the major ethnic groups of the region

discuss the people’s economy

discuss their socio-political organization etc.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 ThePeople of the Sudan Savanna Region of Nigeria

Just like in the Rain Forest and Guinea SavannaoRggthe Sudan
Savanna Region of Nigeria is also made up of sonyelittle cultures.

Besides, there are the Kanuri and Hausa which itotestthe major
cultural groups of the Sudan Savanna. You showdd e#member that
Hausa is Nigeria’s largest cultural group. Accogoio history, Daura is
the original home of the Hausa people. History dklts us that the
seven original Hausa states of Daura, Kano, Zat&z4au], Kakaina,
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Rano, Biram and Gobir were founded by the childyea certain Bawo,
son of a certain migrant Prince of Baghdad, vahougalled Abuyezid
or Abuyazidu or Bayajidda. It is recorded that Duthe mother of
Bayajidda, was the youngest of five grand daughtdrsa fugitive
Canaanite, named Najb. So, the Bayajidda myth septs the mirror of
a historical period in which the formation of statsegan in Hausaland.
Today, the Hausa people of Nigeria are mostly cotnated in Kano,
Jigawa, Kaduna, Katsina, Sokoto, Kebbi and Zandtates.

Most Hausa communities have also settled in thghfm@&ring Niger
Republic. Besides, Hausa people are widespreadaolage area of the
central Sudan. This is mostly due to religious,itmall and economic
activities. The Hausa language is also widespri¢aslrecorded that not
only is Hausa language classified under the Chadlagroup of the
Afro-Asiatic or Hamito-Semitic family, it is alsopsken over a very
wide area by so many nationalities. The Hausa Laggus thdingua
franca of the whole of the so called former Northern Regof Nigeria.
Amazingly, it is recorded that seventy-five per ttehHausa speakers
are non-Hausa. The language is spoken in the wdfdkudan Savanna
area.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Who are the people of the Sudan Savanna Regiomgefis?

3.2.1 The Socio-Palitical Organization of the Sudan Savanna
Region

As stated earlier, Hausa people are the most reqmias/e of the people
of the Sudan Savanna region. This is the reasoniwhlyese sections
we will always refer to them. The social and poétiorganization of the
Hausa people is founded on strict status diffeagioin. We have the
Sarakuna [the chiefs] and the Masu Sarauta. Thek8aa are at the top
of the hierarchy, while the Masu Sarauta are hslagroffices. Those
who hold hereditary offices constitute the sub leEMasu Saruata Na
Asali while those who hold offices of allegiancernfothe Masu Sarauta
Na Cafka, and they constitute the middle classr& e the third class
called Talakawa. It is made up of farmers, pettyil cservants,
craftsmen, traders, etc.

You should also remember that almost every Hausdtory is
organized into city-states with fairly large cafstand several village
communities. The administration of a Hausa statearsied out at five
levels: the Jama’a, the Kaukya, the Unguwoyi, thela{di or
Gundumomi and the Birni. The Jama’a representsihedlest operative
political unit while Birni constitutes the largest.
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The patron-client network is what we usually fimdHausaland. Their
socio-political process is organized in such a whgt the focus of
action is on some defined central figure to whomnynathers are
attached as subordinates or clients, and whoseegttee represents and
protects. The so-called clients are seen as be&aglly and politically
immature or minor, and are therefore unable to digaictly with the
next higher authority. It is recorded that actie:mse of hierarchy and
authority is reflected, not only among the migréfgusa colonies all
over the Central Sudan, but also among the prafeakiorganizations.
You should always remember that every Hausa migrammunity has
the equivalent of the patron leader callgatkin Hausawa, just as we
have among the professional guilss kin Makera of the black smiths,
the Sarkin Mukada or simply Makada of the drummers, th8ankira
of the praise singers, tt8arkin Alaru of the head porters, thenam of
the mallams, etc. (Adamu, 1978).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to discuss the socio-politica@anization of the
Sudan Savanna people of Nigeria.

3.3 TheEconomy of the Sudan Savanna People

Farming, industry and commerce constitute the thma@r components
of Hausa economy. Guinea corn, millet, maize arghbeare the main
agricultural crops you easily find in Hausaland.ubkka agriculture has
always been at the forefront of Nigerian economy:. iRstance, in the
year 1970, the Sudan Savanna area accounted fa sm@ty-two per
cent of the total guinea corn output in Nigeriaisialso recorded that it
IS among the Hausa that we have found a cultuneigation before the
era of the river basins in Nigeria.

With regard to industry, Hausa people are knowrttiermaking of craft
products such as leather works, blacksmithing,psote, perfumes and
several textile wares. They are also famous in ceroe It is recorded
that up till date, the Hausa remain one of Africeeemost merchants.
Some even argue that it was commerce of the Trahar&n trade that
mostly accounted for the rise of the great Habegdkoms of Kano,

Katsina, Zaria and Gobir. The Hausa also hold tlmmopoly of the

kolanut trade, especially in the Yoruba area of R@n Forest region
and those parts of the Sudan and Sahel. They dlammon the

distribution of a wide range of food items, houddhgoods, as well as
repairs of broken metal ware over almost the wibMigeria.

Following the client-patron pattern in Hausa poféti the bulk of
economic production is in the hands of thelakawa. But the
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Sarakuna andMusa Sarauta have a number ofalakawa they entrust

with economic production on their behalf. You shibalso remember
that division of labour in Hausaland is gendereat. iRstance, the sector
of petty production, such as the preparation oflsnaad snacks, retalil
sales of grains, spinning, etc., is considered mafe domain while

production of crafts such, as blacksmithing as veslllong distance
trade, is mostly male affair.

You should always note that the gendered divisidnladour in
Hausaland has, nevertheless, given some unusualrgowheir women.
Hausa women, more than in any other ethnic gronmyeenormous
economic freedom. They are free to run their pevaisiness and enjoy
absolute control over their income. History telks that Hausa culture
provides that a wife is justified to claim a fee fabour rendered to a
husband in the process of economic productiors &vien recorded that
some Hausa women are far richer than their husbands

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to characterize the economyh@®f3udan Savanna
people.

3.4 WhoaretheFulani?

Beside the Hausa, the Fulani are one of the majonegroups in the
Sudan Savanna region of Nigeria. The Fulani calibelved-ulbe and
they speal&ulfulde. However, Wolof people call thenPéul” and the
Bambara address them asuta’. In the Chad Basin they are called
“Felaata” while in Nigeria they are known ag-tilani”. Their language
is mixed with various dialects among the commusité Senegal, Futa
Jalon, the upper and middle Niger region, Northemd North-Western
Nigeria, the Adamawa Highlands and Bagimiri. ThdaRu have no
distinct territory. Although not the largest ethmyooup in Africa, they
are best known as the most widely distributed grioughe whole of the
African continent. Most of the time, they cons&wat numerical minority
among the peoples with whom they dwell. This iseesdly the case in
Hausaland. Today, Fulani communities are found enegal, Gambia,
Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Mali, Benin, Nigeria, CaroarcCentral Africa
Republic, etc., but Senegal is believed to be thgimal home of the
Fulani in the Western Sudan. In Nigeria, Fulani amestly settled
among the Hausa of Sokoto, Katsina, Kano, BornuicBeas well as in
the Jos Plateau and Adamawa Highlands. Thus, timee n&ausa
Fulani,” is the result of the symbiotic relations betwedausa and
Fulani.
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You should also remember that there are two br@ddgories of the
Fulani: thePastor al or cattle Fulani and thesettled or Fulani Gidan.

The pastoral or cattle Fulani have no permaneiiesstnts. They are
best known as the greatest nomads of Africa. Theyfaund mostly in

the hilly regions of the Savanna belt. They owigéaherds of cows and
that is what counts most to them. As for the sgttleFulani Gidan, they
are mostly located around Hausa capitals. Theyatashm without cows

as well. You should know that the main occupatibthe Fulani, be it

the pastoral or the settled, is cattle rearinganisis the religion of the
Fulani, but the pastoral Fulani combine Islam wikie Pre-Islamic

religious practices of their ancestors.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Who are the Fulani?
40 CONCLUSION

This study unit dealt with the analysis and unaarding of the culture
area of the Sudan Savanna region of Nigeria, eslhetihe knowledge
of its people, their socio-political organizatigheir economy, etc.

50 SUMMARY

In this unit, | introduced you to the culture a@athe Sudan Savanna
region of Nigeria. | analyzed and discussed theomejhnic groups of
the region, their characteristics, their socio4ual organization, their
economy, etc.

Therefore, at the end of this unit you are expetided

state what characterizes the Sudan Savanna refjiigeria
mention the major ethnic groups of the region

discuss their economy

discuss their socio-political organization etc.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Use your own words to discuss the major ethnic gsoof the Sudan
Savanna region of Nigeria.

58



GST201 MODULE 2

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READING

Abukar, S. (1980). “Peoples of the Upper Benue Basid Bauchi
Plateau before 1800.” In O. lkime, (e@roundwork of Nigeria
History.Ibadan: Heinemann, 1980, ppl65-186.

Adamu, M. (1978).The Hausa Factor in West African Historyaria:
ABU Press.

Agboola, S. A. (1979)An Agricultural Atlas of Nigeria. London:
O.U.P.

Stenning, D.J. “The Pastoral Fulani of Northernédig.” In J.L. Gibbs,

(ed). People of Africa.N.Y: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1978,
pp 203-244.

59



GST201 NIGERIAN PEOPLESAND CULTURE

MODULE 3

INTRODUCTION

This module is made up of five (05) study unitse[®elow]. However,
you should always bear in mind that although thedytunits are
autonomous they are interconnected as well. Tkee alv aim/purpose
of this module two (02) is to help you understamdl &dave a sound
knowledge of the concepts of functional Educatiational Economy,
Religion, Social Justice and Rights of citizen§igeria.

Unit 1 A Historical Analysis of Education and Matal
Development in Nigeria

Unit 2 A Historical Analysis of Economy and Natal
Development in Nigeria

Unit 3 A Historical Analysis of Religion and hNenal
Development in Nigeria

Unit 4 A Historical Analysis of Moral and SoeRplitical Rights
of Citizens in Nigeria

Unit 5 A Historical Analysis of Social Justice ardational

Development in Nigeria

UNIT 1 A HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF EDUCATION
AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN
NIGERIA

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  Education and National Development in History
3.2  Education and National Development in Nigeria
3.2.1 Stage 1: Nigerian Education in Pre-Colonial Times
3.2.2 Stage Il: Nigerian Education after Independence
3.3 The 1969 National Conference on Education
3.4 Is Nigerian Educational System a Failure?
3.4.1 The “No” Answer
3.4.2 The “Yes” Answer
3.5 Which Way Forward?
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
This study unit introduces you to the relationdbgtween education and
national development from a historical perspectitevill focus mainly

on the evolution of the Nigerian educational systeom pre-colonial
times to the year 2000.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o explain what education actually means

o describe the historical tie between education aratioNal
development;

. discuss the Nigerian educational system before aftér
independence; and

o evaluate the Nigerian educational system of todey e

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Education and National Development in History

You should always remember that the strong relalign between
education and development cannot be overemphasi¢Zedan even say
with confidence that education is to a nation wtheg mind is to the
body. This is not only true for Nigeria alone bsiti fact worldwide.

Even in ancient Greece, best known as the cradleWalstern
scholarship, education was the backbone or a degrtliboomed on
society. In ancient Greece, for instance, educatias a standard bearer
and a blender of minds, behaviour and cherishedegalGreek social
order and institutions were centered on the phpbgoof great
educationists of the kind of Socrates, Plato andstéite. However,
education also followed the life cycle system. Crexdedo (1995) puts
it better in this way: the journey of reason andgtem learning from the
ancient; through the classical to the modern war&lboth eventful and
chequered. They were “exorcised” by the medievalr€in of perceived
traces of heresy and tinted with Christianity. Tleayerienced a rebirth
in the Renaissance of the™&nd 16" centuries and in turn gave birth to
the Enlightenment in which educational structuresrevmodernized.
Even in Europe, although modern educationist fowase taken a field
by the missionaries and various agents of impsralithey nonetheless
successfully engendered the industrial revolutiord dreath-taking
development. But what happened in the Nigeriantase
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to describe the historical Ibdween education
and national development of Nigeria.

3.2 Education and National Development in Nigeria

It is obvious that the type and level of educatiave to be in line with
the needs of society. History tells us that thigldrawvide fact is not in
line with the Nigerian situation.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the relationship between education an@meatidevelopment in
Nigeria.

3.2.1 Stage 1Nigerian Education in Pre-Colonial Times

In pre-colonial era, most Nigerian communities warll, largely rural

and self- sufficient. Not only that the system dfieation was informal
and non-literate, it was not specialized at alluéadion in colonial

Nigeria was nothing more than schooling. Before epehdence,
Nigerians were schooled to accept the society dedidor them by the
colonialists. This seriously contradicts Jane FylB's understanding of
education. According to her, education must engeimdie individual a

disposition of personal autonomy, responsibilitydaa mastery of
relevant forms of life, thought and action. A goadiication should be
free from moral indoctrination, but rich in morahining. Education

indefensibly becomes indoctrination when a pers®nndoctrinated

under the pretence of being educated (Doyle 1973).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
How would you describe Nigerian education in préso@l times?
3.2.2 Stage 2: Nigerian Education after Independee

As stated earlier, the type and level of educahiave to be in line with

the needs of the society. So as soon as Niger@anfeadependent, the
functional inadequacies of education in the nasosthools became
glaring as well. As a Republic, Nigerian governmieetame a complex
and a complicated one. Therefore, the need todashut an educational
system that would fit the new mood and the devekpnmeeds of the
nation became obvious and pressing. For instarfee, gopvernment

needed a good number of qualified individuals madt every sector.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Describe the Nigerian education system after inddeece.
3.3 The 1969 National Conference on Education

The year 1969 witnessed the first independent Nati&cducational
Conference on curriculum development in Nigeria.e TNigerian
Educational Council organized it. The overall aihthee conference was
to set a new policy of education for Nigeria. Hoattreason, it was not
limited only to experts and professionals. It wasamference of the
people of Nigeria. It was made up of representatdr@awn from a cross-
section of interest groups such as trade unionsyeiss unions, religious
bodies, women’s organizations, teachers assocjaiiamersity teachers
and administrators, professional organizations emdistry officials.
One of the conference’s main tasks was to reviehgohls and identify
new national goals for Nigerian’s education. Thediings and decision
of the 1969 conference became the cornerstoneeirfiotimulation of a
national policy on education in 1977. These areesbasic tenets:

. The inculcation of the right type of values andtadies for the
survival of the individual and the Nigerian sogiet

. The training of the mind in the understanding oé tworld
around; and

o The acquisition of appropriate skills, abilitiestibanental and

physical as equipment for the individual to liveand contribute
to the development of his society.

The success of the national policy on education 16877 was

unprecedented. Available statistics indicate a @&mohous expansion in
the country’s educational system both in termswhber and variety of
relevant institutions.

According to Imogie (1999), the enrolments in sdbas at December
1996 were as follows:

o 37 universities with a student enrolment of 236l 26

o Specialized technological institutions with enroitheof about
2,161 students

o 45 polytechnics with student enrolment of 140, 9&Rlents

o 62 colleges of education with a total student enesit of 89, 242
. 7,222 secondary and technical schools with studepulation of
4,503,552

o 48, 242 primary schools with a total enrolment 751,519
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the 1969 National conference on education.
3.4 Is Nigerian Education System a Failure?

The answer to this question from a historical pectipe cannot be a
fixed one. History, being a process, some schadmcate the “no”
answer while others advocate the “yes” option.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Is the Nigerian education system a failure?
3.4.1 The “No” Answer Primary and Secondary Levels

In 1976, the Nigerian government introduced the vidrsal Basic
Education Programme (UBE). This favoured the ineeeaf the number
of schools along with an impressive increase inolement. By

December 1996, primary schools enrolment figure aasit 17 million.

In the south and parts of the middle-belt regiooger 90 percent
enrolment of children of school age was recordedofjie 1999). But
according to Imogie, enrolment and transition ratem primary to

secondary schools was still very low in a countithva population of
over 100 million people as at that time.

The Tertiary Level

In 1981, the tertiary education witnessed a trernaadmprovement
with the adoption of the 6-3-3-4 system. This systeas the making of
Shagari’s administration. The main aim was to trhigerians that
would lead the country on the part of industriald alechnological

advancement. The 6-3-3-4 system was very much wwddoby many
Nigerian scholars. To accomplish this goal, theegoment decided to
increase the Federal Universities from 13 to 21 olutwhich nine

Universities of Technologies were established awdted in the main
geo-political zones.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the “No” answer of the question: “Is theg@&tian education
system a failure™?
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3.4.2 The “Yes” Answer

For some scholars, the Nigerian educational systasnbeen a failure.
They claim that the theoretical frame under whibbse programmes
were cultivated was perfect on paper but the govent lacked the will,
the ways and the materials to see them throughe#st two reasons
have been put forward by them.

The Cultural Conflict

According to G.N. U Uzoigwe (1989), “one of the daant factors that
slows down the growth and productivity of the Niger education
system is the persistent conflict between foreigpeliectual traditions
and the African tradition. The result is that thdueated Nigerian is
thrown into the morass of moral and intellectuahfagion. He has
neither assimilated the Christian or Islamic tradi$ fully nor
abandoned the Nigerian varied traditions.

The Nigerian Factor

According to the scholars of the “Yes” answer, oh¢he major reasons
for the failure of the Nigeria Education systenthat of the “Nigerian
factors”. It is unfortunate that many of those whstablished the
Nigerian educational facilities did it for monetgmyrpose. The end-use
of these facilities had never been their intentibhey were concerned
only with accruable monetary rewards through fattiart settlements.
The consequences nowadays are the production diigies who carry
certificates without the knowledge. They constitatgreat danger to the
society. Indeed, they have acquired nothing ang tree nothing to
lose.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the “Yes” answer of the question: “Is thgeddian education
system a failure™?

3.5 Which Way Forward?

As seen earlier, it is not easy to say with acouthe exact period when
the standard of education started to decline ireN&g It is also obvious
that there have been some successes and failumes. fSilure seems to
be higher than successes, my aim in this sectidn see what to do
about it. These following are some policies the dvian education
system needs to pursue:
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o Private schools should regain their autonomy

o Government-owned schools should be privatized

o The government should content itself solely withueation
policy making

o Government policies must be made to ensure thatétieknown
paradigms for measuring school standards are aiaéd.

. Government should carry out a clean inventory astexg and
private schools with the view to separating thefishkom the
seeds.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Do you have any recommendation for the Nigeriarcaton system?
4.0 CONCLUSION

This study dealt with the analysis and understandinthe relationship
between education and national development in Nigdihe historical
perspectives have been the main focus.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this study unit, | introduced you to the anadyand understanding of
the relationship between education and nationa¢ldgwment in Nigeria

from a historical point of view. Therefore, at #wed of this unit, you are
expected to:

o explain what education actually means

o describe the historical tie between education aradional
development in Nigeria.

o discuss the Nigerian educational system beforeafted
independence

o evaluate the Nigerian educational system of todeay e

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss this statement: “The type and level of atlon have to be in
line with the needs of society”.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This study unit introduces you to the relationsbgtween economy and
national development. The main focus is on the ldgweent of
Nigeria’'s economy from pre-colonial times down lte yyear 2000.

2.0

OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should able to:

3.0

3.1

explain about the evolution of the Nigerian economy

describe the relationship between economy and haltio
development

discuss the Nigerian economic system before ancer aft
independence

evaluate the Nigerian economic system of today; etc

MAIN CONTENT

Overview of the National Economy of Nigeria

Before independence, Nigeria could be called a pivesconomic
nation. Here is a country made up of land cover®83y321 million
hectares of which about 74.036 million hectaresaaable. Nigeria was
also one of the leading countries in agricultutegnks to the good
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quality of its soil, good heat and adequate mosstiBut what still
remains of immense importance to the Nigerian eogn her huge
population. And the Nigerian population has theordcto increase
astronomically. Only between 1952 and 1991, theeN& population
increased from 31.1 million to 88.5 million. Curtlgn population
estimates put Nigeria’s figure at 140 million (200t 1990 the World
Bank ranked Nigeria the seventh most populous cguntthe world,
after China, India, USA, Indonesia, Brazil and Japa

Before independence, agriculture accounted for oftgrpercent of the

Gross Domestic Product (G.D.P) of Nigeria. Agaiowtithree quarters
of the Nigerian population were engaged fully eitire agriculture or

agriculture-related activities. Cedar, Iroko andlmat are very much
found in the mangrove and rain forest. Within thev&nah, cocoa,
rubber, palm produce, kola nut and arable croph sscyam, cassava,
maize and citrus are generated. It is also easitrel Nigeria’s grassland
to raise cattle and other dairy products. This Iso @rue with the

cultivation of grains like guinea corn, millet, eiccotton, groundnuts,
beans and other leguminous crops.

Besides agriculture, there are some very impontaineral deposits as
well. These mineral deposits are scattered almbsver the country. In
the West for instance, we have the alluvial golda$éts, while there is
tin in the North. The east is the centre of coalo/elta, Rivers,
Imo/Abia and Cross River/Akwa-lbom States share libe’s part of
petroleum products. Iron, brass and bronze are dfioum Lokoja.
Although scattered, limestone, kaolin, diatomitel ahay are found in
abundance in Nigeria.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to describe the Nigerian Econobgfore
independence.

3.2 The Structure of Economic Activities in Nigeria

Although most Nigerians are engaged in agricultareagriculture-
related activities, economists say there are aitlegghteen activity
sectors of the Nigerian economy. These includecaljure, livestock,
forestry, fishing, crude petroleum, mining and quisuig, manufacturing,
utilities, building and construction, transporthamunication, wholesale
and retail trade, hotels and restaurants, finanderessurance, real estate
and business service, housing, producers of gowarhiservices, and
community, social and personal services. As alreadgntioned,
agricultural activities are spread all over theefedion. In the year 1960
or thereabouts, agriculture absorbed over 75 pemfethe work force
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while industry and other sectors together empldpedest. Therefore in
contributing to the Nigerian GDP, agriculture wae tleading sector.
With respect to that, Nigeria enjoyed the modegtaiga middle-income
country. However, from the period 1980 till dateNIS per capita
dropped. This situation, coupled with the detetiogasocial services,
continuous high rates of inflation, declining protivity and high rates
of unemployment, have made the average Nigerianr gmo all
standards.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What are the sectors of the Nigerian economy tbatknow?
3.3 Is Nigeria Economically Self-Reliant?

A nation is said to be self-reliant when her citigedepend largely on
her human and material resources for most of thessic needs. In other
words, self-reliance as a national developmentegyausually refers to
a nation’s determination to rely on the utilizatiohdomestic resources
to produce most of her required goods and services.

As far as Nigeria is concerned, it is very diffiguf not impossible, to
claim that she is economically self-reliant. Heseaicountry where the
economic underdevelopment is so obvious. Almosttladl economic
indicators are on the negative side: low capaditization in industries,
primitive and abandoned agriculture, debt problemiation, balance
of payments crisis, unemployment and underemploymaalnutrition
and misdirection of resources. Also, the over-ddpene on oil and
other imported inputs are serious problems in thgefan economy.
This simply shows that Nigeria for now is not ecomcally self-reliant.
On the contrary, a nation is said to be econonyicsdlf reliant when
there are:

Heavy reliance on domestic resources for the prtomlumf required
goods and services;

A reduced dependence on outsiders for the supplgaqrfired goods and
services;

An active use of international trade policy instemh for controlling
imports; and

Domestic prices that are relatively higher thanytmeould otherwise
have been in the absence of development stratefsedf-reliance.
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However, you should always remember that achiesgl§reliance is a
perpetual task. Self-reliance is a process thadseebe sustained. That
is why even when a country is called self-reliantjs always very
necessary to identify and examine likely factorsiclwvhenhance a
country’s economic self-reliance capabilities croasistent basis. In the
case of Nigeria, for instance, agriculture, captethnology, energy and
industrialization are the key aspects of the ecognom

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Is Nigeria economically self-reliant?
3.4 Major Problems of the Nigerian Economy

These days Nigeria is a country of paradox: Nigeiaegarded as a
poor country despite the abundance of human angratlatesources.
This is obvious when we look at the standard ofngvindex as

mentioned earlier. The economic situation of Nigeaday is negatively
different from that of the past. In the year 19@0ihstance, Nigeria was
self sufficient in food production and the economwas somehow
balanced. But the relegation of agriculture to fseond rank to the
benefit of the so-called oil boom has put Nigeremonomy in a very
complex situation. The consequence is that almb#gtenon-oil sectors
of the economy have become stagnant. Worst stllemues accruing
from crude oil sales are mismanaged. This situatias led to some
serious problems facing the Nigerian economy oayod hese problems
are:

Slow growth of the industrial sector with capaaitylization averaging
about 3%

High and growing rate of unemployment

Slow growth of the agricultural sector

High internal and external debt burden etc

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What are the major problems of the Nigerian econtdmyyou know?
3.5 Some Solutions to the Nigerian Economy

There is no doubt that over the years many attehmpie been made to
address the problems of the Nigerian economy. Qitwdture, many
policies have been put in place. The most imporaitiese policies are:
Operation feed the Nation (OFN) under the militeegime of General
Olusegun Obasanjo (rtd) and the Green Revolutiadeuthe civilian
administration of Alhaji Shehu Shagari.
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Also, many successive administrations have put lactep fiscal and
monetary policies to address Nigeria’s economidlenms. In respect of
fiscal policy, various administrations have setftiilowing objectives:

. Reduction of the level of price inflation;

o Provision of the necessary protection for locaustdes;

o Provision of a suitable price incentive frameworkfavour of
increased agricultural and industrial production;

o Expansion of agriculture and industry;

o Encouragement of local production of import- subsing goods
by encouraging local industries with heavy locattent;

o Encouragement of dispersal of industrial location;

o Discouragement of importation of consumer goodscivhare
available locally in order to curtail the out flowf foreign
exchange;

Enhancement of government revenue

Moderation of the rate of price inflation,

Stimulation of industrial agricultural production

High level of employment

Improvement of balance of payment positions,

Reduction of foreign indebtedness , and

Generation of more revenue, especially from the mibsector of
the economy.

You should also remember that to achieve fiscal andnetary
objectives mentioned above, governments also pofesmeasures in
place such as:

o Reduction of government expenditure with the intentof
reducing offensive demand, and subsequently chgckin
inflationary pressures;

o Continuous reorganization and reformation of custamd excise
tariff;
o Encouragement of investment in agriculture throtighabolition

of duties on machinery for exclusive use in agtim@ and
subsidising inputs employed in the sector;

o Setting credit ceiling for banks and encouragingctaal
distribution of credit;

o Regulation of the liquidity ratio and cash ratio @admmercial
banks;

o Introduction of compulsory advance deposits sché&meestrict
imports.

In 1986, the Babangida administration decided tdifgand extend the
previous fiscal and monetary objectives and measutensequently,
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the structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) was duoed. It was
mainly aimed at:

o Restructuring and diversifying the productive bask the
economy with a view to reducing dependence on theeator
and imports;

o Achieving fiscal balance and ensuring balance oynpants
viability;

o Laying the basis for sustainable and non- inflargyrgrowth;

o Intensifying private sector growth potential.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Use your own words to state the solutions to trgeNan economy
3.5.1 Sani Abacha 2010 Vision

On 27th of November 1996, General Sani Abacha inaigd what he
called 2010 vision. The intention of the 2010 wswas to embrace and
institutionalize a culture of long-term planning.i$ arguable now that
the Achilles heel of the Nigerian economy is nog¢ tlack of policy

designs but rather their implementation. Also, nadministrations

should learn to carry out viable policies set birthpredecessors.
Discontinuity in policy making constitutes a sesoblow to any

economy.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What was the aim of Abacha’s 2010 vision?

4.0 CONCLUSION

This study unit has dealt with the analysis andeusianding of the
relationship between economy and national developnre Nigeria
before and after independence.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this study unit, | introduced you to the anatyand understanding of
the relationship between economy and national deweént in Nigeria.
Therefore at the end of this unit, you are expetded

o describe the historical tie between economy andomalt
development in Nigeria
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o discuss the Nigerian economic system before ancer aft
independence
o evaluate the Nigerian economic system of today etc

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
When can we say a country is self-reliant?
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit introduces you to the historical relasbip between religion
and national development in Nigeria from pre-cahbtimes till date.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. explain what religion actually means

o describe the historical tie between religion andtiomal
development in Nigeria before and after independenc

o evaluate the religion- State relationship in corgerary Nigeria
etc.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Role of Religion in Traditional African Society

Although the exact origins of religions are unknothere is no doubt
that traditional Africa was ultimately religious amaracter. In traditional

75



GST201 NIGERIAN PEOPLESAND CULTURE

African society, religion permeated the superstrieetand the basis of
the society. For instance, most of the laws gowgrmiaditional African

society were religiously based. History tells usttim traditional African

society, religion not only provided an explanat@inhow the African

peoples came to be what they were but also provikedocial power
by which people could make laws and customs and ewsured that
they were respected. Religion helped people tottigether in order to
express their higher hopes. Therefore, the rolegenl by religion

affected the process and pace of development. iBeliglso played

positive roles in African societies during the paenial era. We can
say with confidence that traditional religion cantted to the unity and
stability of traditional African societies, and shiwas a welcome
contribution to nation building. In any African ti&onal religion, God

was considered the Almighty legislator, the Creatiothe universe who
was timeless and who guided and watched over tfaersafof every

individual from above. In Nigeria for instance, ggeommunity had a
name for God. He is called Chineke in Igboland, rdsaia in Benin,

Olodumare or Olorun in Yorubaland, Ubangidi in Halasd, Abasi in

Efik, Pere in ljaw country, Oghene in Urhobo anckisland.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What role did religion play in traditional Africasocieties?
3.1.1 God and the Lesser Gods or Goddesses

In almost every traditional society there were éesgds or goddesses.
It was generally held that the Almighty God was togportant and
remote to concern himself with the affairs of mamki Thus, any
consultation had to pass through the medium ofrabau of deities and
gods or goddesses. As far as Nigeria is concelinedprubaland for
instance, the gods or goddesses were knov@riasas. In Igboland they
were called\dichie while in Benin they were referred to @sokun.

History tells us that these gods or goddesses han bwn priests,
prophets and diviners who communicated messages thie people to
God and vice versa. Again they existed alongsidéh \ai variety of
religious cults and oracles. Moreso, in most traddl African
communities, ancestor worship was very common. Evday the belief
is still existent. In traditional Africa, ancestongre regarded as living,
not dead and they played a major role in the spcidtcording to
Parrinder (1962) everything that concerns the famils health and
fertility are of interest to the ancestors, sinoeytare its elders and will
also seek rebirth into the family. The family laisdtheir property and
they must be consulted when land is let out to rotheople. In
traditional Africa there was not a clear-cut demaion between the
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functions of the Almighty God and those of the godgoddesses. They
all took care of every aspect of the people’s liiésr instance, there
was the god of war, of fertility, of water, the slof iron, etc. The idea
of lesser gods was very strong in traditional Adncsociety because of
the belief that they acted faster than the Almightyd whom, according
to them, is too merciful.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What was the relationship between God and thereggsiks or goddesses
in traditional Africa?

3.2 Religion and Social Stability

In traditional society there were no written congions at all. They
adhered to and believed in an unwritten code otluohguaranteed by
the ancestors and the gods or goddesses. Thatotadeduct defined
the good and the bad conduct in the society. Histells us that the
social and cultural organization of traditional i&n society was
embedded in religion. Every performance such asiags, the naming
of a newborn child, birth and death ceremoniesthadige grade system
were religion-related. The fear and respect fordbds and ancestors
were asine qua non. This contributed immensely to the cohesion and
maintenance of social and cultural values in treetp.

In traditional African society, every marriage, fonstance, was
contracted with the fear of the ancestors and gblds. belief seriously
reduced the rate of divorce. History tells us timatraditional Urhobo
society for instance, divorce was uncommon becthesg believed that
since the ancestors had received the drinks ardl goe@n them during
the marriage ceremony, it was expected to lasvérdt is obvious that
in traditional Africa marriages also contributed ttee stability in the
whole social structure. Moreover, there were noesasf bastard
children in traditional African society. Every afhiborn outside wedlock
was integrated into the family. There was no polaree in the modern
sense of the word, in traditional Africa. The geasl ancestors were the
only regulators of morality and conduct. Secretiettes were also
considered as very powerful in traditional Africaociety as they
contributed immensely to the social stability. Imgé&fia, for instance,
there were thegboni and theOro in Yorubaland, theEkpe and the
Leopard society in Cross-River and #eochukwu in the Igbo country,
the Owegbe in Benin and thdgboze in the Urhoboland. In pre-colonial
Africa, secret cults formed an essential part oé thative court
government.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Did religion contribute to social stability in tridéidnal Nigerian
societies?

3.3 Religion and Economic Development

You should always remember that religion played/y@sitive roles in
the system of production and exchange in pre-caldiirica. In Nigeria
for instance, almost every factory was establisloedly to satisfy
religious needs. For example, carvers were resplensfor the
production of images of lesser gods andsquerades. Festivals were
very frequent in pre-colonial Nigeria. This madevaag to become
economically very important especially in the Nideelta and Igboland.
In these regions carvers had to carve differentikiaf masquerades.
Still in Igboland, the carvers of Umudioka, fortiausce, became wealthy
from the manufacture of ritual objects and insigsueh as ceremonial
stools, doors, and panels used by titled men. Besahrving, ritual
works and sacrifices demanded and increased thau@i® of pottery
workers, blacksmiths, weavers, drummers and faraessell.

In some places such as Yorubaland, iron was so riammothat it was
worshipped.Shango was known as the god of iron. Leatherwork was
very important in Northern Nigeria. The Leather wased for the
manufacture of mats and bags used by traditionelod®. It was also
useful for the manufacture of drums for religioastivals.

In Benin, the Oba established the guild systemraeioto satisfy his
religious needs. The standardization of the pradacd the increase in
production led to an accumulation of wealth onpkég of the craftsmen.

More so, in Nigeria as in any pre-colonial Africanciety, land was
deified. Land was believed to be under the guastignof the gods.
Therefore, it was sacred. This religious Africatitadle towards land
seriously influenced the traditional African econorsystem.
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the relationship between religion and esgnn pre-colonial
Nigeria

3.4 Religion and Politics

In traditional African society religion and polifiovere interwoven. At
that period, according to Basil Davidson, everyi&dn lived in an age
of faith like the Europe of the Middle Ages (AD 8@350). Traditional

78



GST201 MODULE 3

Africans believed that political authority was aat @f God and the
Spirits. It was beyond human reach. This is eviddmtn you look at the
so-called well established kingdoms and empireslwban be regarded
as nation states such as Oyo, Benin, Nupe, Jukameid-Bornu and the
Hausa. Rulers who combined priestly functions wpthlitical power
headed all these Nation States. The priest-kingse wegarded as
representatives of God on earth. They made theplpebelieve that
they were supernatural! This is true of the Ob&enin. There was the
belief that the Oba descended from the sky ancetber was divinely
ordained to rule the world. This was also the cagh the Alafin of
Oyo, Aku of Jukun and Etsu of Nupe.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the relationship between religion and eslitn traditional
Nigeria.

3.5 Countdown to “Organized” Religion in Contemporary
Nigeria

You should always remember that before her indepecsl two
organized foreign religions arrived in Nigeria: @Gianity and Islam.
History tells us that from 1960 onward almost evéligerian elite
claimed allegiance to either Christianity or Islam.

3.5.1 State-Religion Relationship

The intrusion of Christianity and Islam into an épeéndent Nigeria put
the country in a complex situation. The supreme laer which the
country operated was the Nigerian independencetioaitn of 1960 as

amended by the 1963 Republican constitution. It wexy clear from

these documents that Nigeria was a secular stae]d, the affairs of
state must not be mixed with religion. Religiousidgdeand worship were
to remain strictly personal. Unfortunately this ltbnot hold for a long

time. For instance, Nigeria's second Republic wesugurated amidst
certain fears, especially the fear of religious svadigeria became the
battlefield of Christianity and Islam.

3.5.2 The Maitatsine Riots

Kano is best known as the hot bed of the Islamiellgctualism,
radicalism, and agitations. From Kano, in 1980, fmers of the
Maitatsine Islamic sect struck, killing and destngyeverything in their
way. That baptism of religious war has continuedchtmt Nigeria as a
ghost ever since. Although there have been manyrotkligious
conflicts in Nigeria, history tells us that the MN&sine riots were
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attempts by an Islamic sect to force its ideas rumwilling society.

This created the feeling that Nigerians are noé fte hold different

religious views. Therefore persons from particydarts of the country
and adherents of certain faiths felt unwelcome amghfe in some other
parts of Nigeria. It is obvious that such attitucegjatively influenced
the process of national integration and developrnmeNigeria.

3.5.3 Abuja: “Home for All”

Abuja is Nigeria’s new capital city. It was baptizéhome for all” and

viewed as a symbol of national unity. However, thallenge between
Christianity and Islam led some Nigerian scholarstiticize Abuja’s

capability to unite the various peoples and faitifs Nigeria. For

instance, according to them, the main entrancesAbuja have Islamic
and not national symbols. The Presidential villasveguipped with a
mosque only. With this scenario, the feeling imbetreated that Nigeria
Is not a secular state. The letter and spirit efrtational constitution are
being violated. The usual use of religion as a weay winning support
from majority of the citizenry by Nigerian rulersthout due regard to
the consequences for national psyche is quite algrnin 1986 for

instance, Ibrahim Babangida attempted to smuggigefd into the

Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) withoue tknowledge of

either his Armed Forces Ruling Council or his cabinAlthough the

attempt failed, it did not stop the feeling of “Marsus them”.

Unlike the pre-colonial Nigeria, it is apparent ttifar modern and

contemporary Nigeria, religious cohabitation se¢onlse a monumental
failure. Christianity and Islam as the only vialdeganized religions
have shown themselves incapable of changing thalmones of the
larger society. It is unfortunate to notice thathalgh an average
Nigerian elite is an adherent of one religion a dther, yet he fails to
see the relationship between religious piety arfdipumorality. Hence,

the relationship between Religion and State in@mpiorary Nigeria is a
paradox. It is common in Nigeria to see that pedplewn to have

subverted public morality are sometimes honouretth valigious titles.

Religious groups are eager to receive donatioms fstnosoever without
investigating the sources of wealth of the dondmust making

dubiousness an accepted norm.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

In contemporary Nigeria, as for as religion is cammed, what do you
know about the Maitatsine riots and Abuja ‘homedtbr?
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4.0 CONCLUSION

This study unit has dealt with the analysis andeusianding of the
relationship between religion and national develepimn Nigeria from
pre-colonial times till date. It is clear to youwahat the type of
relationship between religion and the State in iti@tal Nigeria is
different from what is happening today.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this study unit, | introduced you to the anadyand understanding of
the relationship between religion and national ttgw@ent in Nigeria

from a historical perspective. Therefore, at thd efthis unit, you are

expected to:

o explain what religion actually means

o describe the historical ties between religion andtiomal
development in Nigeria.

o discuss the relationship between religion and natio
development in Nigeria before and after independen

o evaluate the religion-State relationship in conterapy Nigeria
etc.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

The religion-State relationship in traditional Nigeis different from
what is happening today. Discuss.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This study unit introduces you to the understandafigancient and
contemporary origins of citizenship; the issue ights of citizens; the
methods or conditions of acquiring citizenship, addties and
obligations of a citizen in Nigeria.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end this unit, you should be able to:

explain what citizenship actually means in Nigeria
discuss the ancient and contemporary origins aferiship
state the conditions of acquiring citizenship igétia
explain the difference between political rights @ndl liberty
state about rights and obligations of citizens igexia.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Origins of Citizenship
3.1.1 Ancient Origins

It is very difficult if not impossible to trace tharigins of citizenship
without going back to Greek philosophers. Indeerke®& philosophers
are best known as the systematizers of early “s@ieerthought”. In
early Athenian society, the concept of citizen wasy different from
what we know of it today. Plato and Aristotle, fostance, had a strange
and unique understanding of citizenship. Accordimghem, a citizen
was he who was born into or classified within thenygmbra of the
ruling class or thé\ristocratic class. That is, the philosopher—king, the
guardian and the like. Only this category of peogald exercise the
right to life, private property, education, leadeps vote and be voted
for, etc. To Plato and Aristotle, anyone outside fibregoing categories
was just an ordinary person, someone of low birtl servant. He did
not deserve the status of a citizen. His lifestgdald not go beyond that
of an animal. Indeed, he was someone totally imbwét passions
instead of reason.

3.1.2 Contemporary Origins

The contemporary origin and understanding of aistep different from

that of Plato and Aristotle can be traced to asbfack as 1789. The
declaration of the Rights of Man issued by the dtel Assembly of

France during the French Revolution in 1789 gawsiaersal and an
unbiased dimension to citizenship. We could heatestents such as
Men are born and always continue, free and equal imespect of

their rights (Appadorai, 1975:86)We hold these truths to be self-

evident; that all men are created equal...was also found in the
American Declaration of independence in 1776.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Use your own words to discuss the origins of Antieand
Contemporary citizenship.

3.2 How to Become a Citizen of a State in Nigeria
According to The Oxford Advanced Dictionary of Current English, a

citizen is he that has full rights in a State aithg birth or by gaining
such rights. While for Okoli and Okoli, in a simpéguage, citizenship
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means the totality of all rights and privileges@ded to all members of
a given state (Okoli and Okoli, 1990:27).

In Nigeria, there are at least two ways of acqgirtitizenship, namely
by birth and by legal process.

3.2.1 Citizenship by Birth

The citizenship by birth is also calldds Sanguinis. In Nigeria, there
are some conditions to fulfill in order to acquaigzenship by birth:

I For instance, all persons born in Nigeria befandependence
either of whose parents or any of whose grandnpsutgelong to
an indigenous Nigerian community.

. All persons born in Nigeria after independereither of whose
parents or any of whose grand parents is a NigeTitinen are
automatically citizens of Nigeria.

You should also remember that the citizenshipJiy Sanguinis does
not necessarily mean that you must be born witheNa. As long as
your parents are citizens of Nigeria, it does naiter where you are
born in order to acquire citizenship status. Howgevteis is different
from the so-called law of soil or place. In theea$the law of soil (also
called Jus Soli), any person born within the territorial jurisdictiaf a
State is automatically a citizen of that State sipextive of the
citizenship of the parents. This is clearly statedhe 14" Amendment
of the United States of America: “All persons bamnaturalized in the
United States and subject to the jurisdiction tbEmae citizens of the
United States and the State wherein they reside.”

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What are the conditions for acquiring citizensmpigeria?

3.2.2 Citizenship by Legal Processes

Naturalization is the commonest legal mode of atogithe citizenship

of a State. You should know that there are at I¢laste forms of

naturalization namely:

Direct Naturalization

Here, the individual acquires the citizenship oState after he has

fulfilled the prescribed legal prerequisites ased®ined by that state. In
Nigeria’s case, for instance, an applicant mustelsaent in the country
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for a continuous period of fifteen years, or forledst fifteen of non-
continuous twenty vyears, including twelve conse®utimonths
immediately preceding application to the presidént the grant of
certificate of naturalization.

Besides, the applicant must be able to contribotehe growth or

advancement of Nigeria; must be of age and capaartg must be of
good character and wishes to be domiciled in Negdfurthermore, the
person must satisfy the Governor of the State siflesicy that he or she
is acceptable to the immediate community and hafteed been

assimilated into its norms, values, etc.

Derivative Naturalization

This simply means that a spouse or a child becooresicquires
citizenship status as a result of the parents’'uses or relatives’ direct
naturalization.

Collective Naturalization

In this case, a group of people occupying a defteedtory acquires the
citizenship privileges of another either by treatyby statute annexing
the territory to a new one.

3.3 Rights and Privileges of Citizens

You should know that in any State the individualsibave his rights
and privileges as well. Civil liberty is an aggregeof the rights

recognized by the State. Gettel, according to Appad (1975),

contends that civil liberty consists of the righated privileges which the
state creates and protects for its citizens. Aaogrtb Okoli and Okoli

(1990) the most important of these rights and [@g@s that citizens of
any state enjoy can be grouped into two, nameljitigad rights and

civil rights

a. Political Rights

Here every adult citizen for instance, is entitied/ote or be voted for in
any election unless and until he is disqualifieccbynpetent authority of
the State.

b. Civil Rights

These are rights that inhere in the individual, vy mustjpso facto,

be protected by the basic law or the constitutaong indeed, the legal
process of the state. These are rights to:
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Life, dignity of human person, personal libertyir faearing,

Freedom of thought, private and family life, peatedssembly and
association, freedom of movement and freedom frdmcrimination.
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

In your own words state the rights of citizens iigétia.

3.4 Obligations of Citizens

As stated earlier, besides the rights and privetpe individual enjoys

as a member of the state, he also has some oblgaiis-is-vis the
State. These obligations can be summarized asgillo

o A citizen is expected to place the interest of Sit@te before any
other interest;

o A citizen must pay his tax promptly;
A citizen must obey the laws of the State;

. A citizen must defence of the State against inteand external
enemies;

o A citizen must uphold the honour and dignity of State; and

o A citizen must respect the symbol and symbolisrithefState.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What are the obligations of citizens in Nigéria
4.0 CONCLUSION

This study unit has dealt with the issue of rightsl obligations of
citizens, the ancient and contemporary understgnaiirtitizenship, and
the methods of acquiring citizenship in Nigeria.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, | introduced you to the ancient amshtemporary origins of
citizenship, the rights of citizens, the methodsanditions of acquiring
citizenship, and the duties and obligations oteitis in Nigeria.

Therefore, at the end of this unit, you are expketie

explain what citizenship actually means in Nigeria

discuss the ancient and contemporary origins afeciship
state about the conditions of acquiring citizenshipligeria
identify the difference between political rightdarivil liberty
state fundamental rights and obligations of citizeNigeria etc.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Who is called a citizen in a Nigerian state?
7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This study unit introduces you to the understandihgocial justice in
Nigeria. It focuses mainly on the historical pexgpe.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. know what social justice actually means

o understand the relationship between social justicd Human
Rights

o discuss the relationship between social justice aational
development

o know if social injustice is a permanent condition @n be

eradicated etc.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Justice and Social Justice

Justice is not a simple word; it is a way of life well. In English, for
instance, the word *“justice” is mostly limited tds ijudicial and
administrative contexts, while in ancient Greeceaustice” was
something more than that. Apart from the administesand the judicial
usages, justice has an ethical meaning as wele$0ri1996: 29). For
Greek philosophers and thinkers, justice was equatth morality. For
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Socrates and especially Plato, justice is a panuafan virtue. It made
man to be good. Accordingly, to Plato, justice vem®& of the virtues
apart from wisdom, courage and temperance that meadgood
individual. In Plato’s thought, justice was desidni®r the amicable
relationship of man in society. Consequently, “abgustice” was seen
as restraint on the individual's capacities fronindothings that lacked
virtue or that made him a bad person. Simply patjad justice was the
quality which men possessed that enabled them ter @mo potential
relation with each other. You should also rementbat the term “social
justice” was synonymous with “human rights.”

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What does ‘social justice’ mean to you?
3.2 Individual and Social Justice in Nigeria

You should remember that every country or natioansaggregation of
individuals. But the individual, being the sole atige and the prime
mover in all activities, is considered a vital keyhuman development.
Since the end result of every country or natiogegseral harmony, then,
the individual must impose some degree of rest@mhimself for the

country to achieve the needed harmony. He musivdiis ability to be

regulated by law. In Plato’s understanding, fortanse, the rules that
make society possible also make men good. Socsticgu is the

cornerstone of other virtues of the state. Withendial justice the state
cannot be harmonious. You should know that in Neg#tere is yet no
general harmony. There is no check and balanceeeetthe individual

and the State. In the Nigerian context, some cmmditneed to be
fulfilled:

Full employment for all citizens:

o A national minimum wage compatible with descentnigv and
economic well-Being;

Free education at all levels;

Modernization of agriculture;

Rapid industrialization;

Improvement in infrastructural facilities;

A comprehensive social insurance scheme; and etc.

It is only under these conditions that the indiabas the sole creative
and propelling force of development could be optiadl
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the relationship between social justice #red individual in
Nigeria.

3.3 Development and Social Justice in Nigeria

You should remember that the concept of “develogimgoes not have
a universal definition. Each scholar defines itaxdng to his school of
thought. In this section development will refer & change, or a
transformation into a better state. In this way) gee that development
is a process. As stated earlier, social justice hudhan rights are
interrelated. The question of development and hungiris are being
tackled both at the international and national levAat the international
level, with the adoption of the African Chartereté is now an African
perspective to human rights or social justice. Y should also know
that the African Charter or UN Commission on Huniights cannot
effectively enforce measures against human rigitiations. It is only
at the national level that this can be effectivébne. Every nation must
consider the right to development as an inalienabhaan right. And so,
the violation of the right to development must basidered as a serious
social injustice. Besides, you should always remamtibat for now, the
African continent has the highest concentratiorthef least developed
nations of the world. This is much disturbing adl&e challenging.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Can we talk about development without social jestic
3.4 Social Justice and National Development in Negia

Historically, the problem of social justice in Nrige can be traced back
to the first amalgamation of 1914. It is recordkdttsince that period,
the Nigerian experience with social justice hasendaeen a pleasant one
at all. Nigerian people have been suffering frompregsion and
repression ever since. The post-independence @ra@sents another
period. You should know that even after the offitiandover of power
in 1960 social injustice did not stop in Nigeriall @ate, the question of
social injustice is so glaring because Nigeria asoantry is still
characterized by:

Unbalanced units of the federation:
e Gross incapacity and utter lack of honesty and ¢cehmgmsion on

the part of those who direct the affairs of the drad
Government;
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o Tenacity of power, that is, an over-powering andesisive desire
on the part of our political leaders to stick indaély to public
office by all means, fair or foul;

. Promulgation of unjust laws by undemocratic regimes

o Travesty on the rights of individuals. For examplenecessary
detention of members of opposition groups withoatd;

o Discrimination in allocation of resources amonds states of
the Federation;

o Inequality of rights and privileges;

o High degree of corruption, high spate of povertyemployment,
and so on.

However, you should also know that social injustie@ot a permanent
condition; it cannot reign forever. Therefore,sitpossible to reverse the
policy of “social injustice” which seems to be aefmanent” feature in
Nigeria. This can be done only and only if the Nige government is
ready to listen to all shades of opinion becavwe populi Vox dei, i.e.
the people’s voice is God'’s voice as well.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the relationship between social justiceratmnal development
in Nigeria.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This study unit dealt with the relationship betwesatial justice and
national development in Nigeria. It is clear to yeow that although
social injustice has been reigning in Nigeria befoand after
independence, it is not a permanent condition. &anjustice can be
eradicated in Nigeria.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this study unit, | introduced you to the relaship between social
justice and national development in Nigeria. | aldiscussed the
relationship between social justice and Human Righberefore, at the
end of this unit, you should be able to:

o Know the relationship between social justice andional
development in Nigeria;

o Understand what social justice actually means;

o Know the relationship between social justice anchan rights;
and

o Know if social injustice in a country like Nigerigan be

eradicated; etc.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Is it possible to eradicate social injustice iramry like Nigeria?
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